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ed 45 7 Sermons. as. ſeveral know, - A 

by who, e importunity Lam prevail. ; 1 
e on 10 doit, The deliverance it = 
elf ſeems to be now forgot, and the © | 1 
- zeal for keeping it in memory, ireated ©»: = 
ridicule by ſome Piſſenters, at ever 1 
ile Tories; of which P give one = 

that all tet the. world ſee, how a man. „ 

be continues to Believe 1 
td has always profeſſed. It agrees zo "Mi 
wWbat a Clergman told me ſome years ago, that if : 3 
I ever appeared againſt the Arian error,, 1 
"ſhould find my ſelf as much hated by the Whigs, oF 
44 ever, I had been from another quarter. And' _ 
I lau lived to ſee, that no value for the revolu» 3 
N rios, w0 hazards for the protefiant ſucce ſion, no g- "= 
in the A. and EN 8 _ 
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vocate? May not the days. of dankniels and tri. 
<  bulation return upon us when: we areleaft aware, 
our fears once more ver us over the brink 
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ord look'd upon him, and ſaid, . 


— 
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5 Iſrael from the hand of the Midianites; — [ll 


8 we have liv'd to ſee the return of „ 


— z— 9 a Mr oe. 


= that day in which God has wrought 5 
: a great deliverance for this nation, LS. 
3 OB 'T muſt needs attend the wonderful —\a 
| 1 t ana. o that he has done, and, with | "2 
- Wee reed y offering, magnify the work Job. iI. 
„ every man may fee it; man 24, 45. 8 
| x off. This is what God has ppl. xi. 0 
= youth, and hitherto L have 17. 2 


quite ” 


rd it for nine and twenty years; tho? « 
he whole courſe of that miniſtry 


The beg ＋ 60 D 77 G 1b ron . 3 
| This ſtrife and reproach. of tongues have © 75 ne 
from different quarters: It us'd to be from thoſe. 
. who were ſtarv'd by the Revolution; now tis 
as vile and furious from thoſe who are maintain d 
by it. The former were aſham'd of it, and the 4 
latter a ſhame-to it; and it is not very hard to . 
tell from whom the cauſe of religion and li | BY 
are moſt in danger; a ſuperſtitious enemy, or * „ 
unbelie ing advocate; a rigorous Papiſt, or a ſwear - 
ing Deiſt. For it is certain, that God will not 5 
hold him guiltleſs who takes his name in vin: 
He will abhor a people for the e of _ 
ſons and his daughters. x 
I have all along confider'd the Revolution 28 2 
turn of providence that reviv'd or .eſtabliſh'd zhe 
Pal. x. 4. kingdom of Chriſt among men; and therefore in the 
name of this Fehovah Neve we ſet up our banners. 
| His authority over the churches is what we have 
pleaded for, as a tribute ta him, and a. ſecurity to 
1 It gave a glory to God in the higheſt, b 
and maintain'd a peace upon earth. 2 | 
This jewel in a Redeemer's crown is trfevted. B ] 
5 by thoſe who tell us of his Yicar below, and un- 
dermin'd by thoſe ho deny his Deity above. The 
Papiſt gives us a titular God upon earth; and the 
Arians will allow Chriſt himſelf to be no more. 
than a-titular God in heaven ! The one defiles the 
lace of his feer, and the other aſſaults him upon 
is throne. I may ſay it, not from conjecture 
BY: or ſpeculation, but ſevere experience, that there 5 
dre à ſer of Proteſtants, whoſe zeal carries em | 
more to the pulling «1k of Jeſus than of Anti». 
e 3 a man ſhall be loaded with a charge 
5 75 ry, and laid out to the fury of the world, 155 
5 author: of an Inquiſition; not for —_— 5 
3 ſup remacy of Rome, but for deſending 
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of acquaintances, the ſong of drunkards, and the 
lan chter of fools, 
t let us retire 8 the 0 vs talkers, * . ix 3. 


| bend their tongue like their bow for lyes, and 
proceed from evil to evil: We ſhall confider the | 

doing of the Lord; not as it is revil'd by ſome, 

 andperverted. by others, but as a model of ſalva- 


tion that is drawn out in the Oy and tranſcrib d 
in providence. - 

The government of, che judges, I have given a 
publick account of ſeveral years ago; the whole 
ſtory of that adminiſtration, whic laſted 5 ut 


410 years, ſeems to be told in a SIR a 


of theſe fix particulars : : 


"Firſt, That the Jews were rey into a plen- 
riful country, the glory of all lands. Then Jer. ij. 7. 


Secondly, Proſperity blade 3 8 3 1 | 
as they turn'd the mercy of God into wanton- 


_ neſs, they did the ſame by his grace. Senſuality 


and ſuperſtition, revellings, banquettings, and a- 


bominable idolatries maintain d one another; as 


they. were full, they kick d againſt the rock of Deu ri. 


their ſalvation; they deſpis'd his providence, and 15. 


polluted his worſhip, They did eil in the fight Judges ii. 
of the Lord, and ſerved Baalim: They forſook the 1 £2. 
Lord God of their fathers, who brought em out of 


the land. of Egype, and follow'd other ods, the gods 
of the ople the 
pac 


were round about em; they bowed. 
0; em. en * e 


* | 5 3 
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fies had been profan'd; rhey erped unto che Lord, — | 
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Fiſthly, when God produc'd ſuch a temper in 

5 eetm, it never fail'd to be the ſpring of a new de- 
liverance': The way in which he wrought it wass 
by raiſmg up judges; inſpiring the men, ennobling 1 
Fx) — 0 fa. and tearing the people out of the hand 3 
5 Ver. 18. of the mighty. The Lord was with the judge, and 
1 Aieliver d em ont of the hands of their enemies all the 
days of the judge; for it repented the Lord becauſe of 7 1 

their groanings, by reaſon of thoſe that oppreſid and 


4 FS FA 
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SBirxthly, Then the land had reſt for ſome years 

un the old ſeeds of idolatry and filthineſs began 

* doe rank, and fo they wear the ſame round over 

- Ver. 19. again. It came to paſs when the judge was dead, 
=. they. return d and corrupted themſelves more thay their A 


: 


Fathers,” in following after other gods; they ct d not 7 
Fm their own doings, nor from their ſtubborn WAY, „ „ 
Their ptoſperity made them impious; their im- 1 
piety made them captives; in captiyiey they were 
JZ; SE : 
4 = 
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n 
7 $2. 
* » 44 5 


e che f © 
penitent; their repentance was regarded as a far. 
fre by him who had implanted it as a "principle. | 


f * x 
22 a 4 1 N : * : % e * * 


As they raisd up their 95 775 God rais'd up 
8 1 . 2 | 

Judges; their judges gave them ſaf 1 
made them ſecure; their ſecurity made them ſin. 
And thus it held on both ſides the river Fordan; 
for they were govern'd by different judges; and 


em ſafery ; their ſafery 


withour obſerving thar, *tis impoſſible ro compre- 
of 450 years, which the apoſtle has given us : 
For if you compute the accounts we have of the 


ſeveral judges, it will amount to a much greater 


number. But the thing. lies eaſie enough, wirh- 


| our ny ger of condition, if you ſuppoſe 


that two judges, one on the eaſtern, and the other 


on the weſtern part of the country ſuſtain'd their 


office at the ſame time. 


That branch of the hiſtory which I have now 
choſen, relates to the life of Gideon; and as men 
may ſee in it ſome lines that are copied in all their 
| ſtren th, upon our Revolution, ſo I ſhall ſet them 
_ out for the entertainment of your faith and hope 
in God. The bounties of providence may be 
mingled in our thoughts with 


of heavenly things in Chriſt. The celebration of | 


the paſſover was firſt a memorial of what had paſt, 
and then in proſpect of good things to come. 
They look backwards upon their deliverance our Exod. xiv. 
of Egypt: It was a night much to be remembred 42. 
to the Lord in their generations; and then they Act æxvii 
were alſo to look forwards to the hope of 1/ael, 20. 
to the Lamb of God, who ſhould take away the Joh. i. 29. 
fins of the world. Thus when he fent redemp- Plal.cxi.g. 
tion to his pe | x 
for ever. They who look'd to ho more than Heb. ix. 1. 
_ doſes made it a carnal ordinance, that was onl 
"2a . 5 N Es 5 n e 1. 


9 


le, he commanded his covenant 


a l . * : 75 


bend the hiſtory of this book within the limits An. xii 
20. 


N 8 The Charge o GOD to 9 


AQ. xxvi. fit for a worldly ſanctuary; but thoſe of the hs. " 


7. tribes, who inſtantly ſery'd God day and ke 
3 (i. e. in the paſſover which was kept at night; 3 
' theſe ated in hope of the 5 made to their 
Wed! - Ron fathers: They 10 a cloud of witneſſes to ſome. 
ſuture glory; looking, as believers do , to 
| = Je eſus the author and niſher of their faith, 
With the fame complication of thought are we 
this day to admire the loving kindneſs of our God, 
Had he not broke in pieces the yoke of tyranny, 
we could never have known the privilege of der 

Luke 1. votion : He He therefore caſt down the mighty 
52, 74. from their ſeats, that we being delivered from the 
wrath of our enemies, might ſerve him without 
fear in holineſs all our days. The bondage of ſin 
is like that of an abſolute monarchy; tis an ar- 
bitrary government within us, and our ſalvation 
from them gn p Pak we are call'd to remem- 


ber this day are both wrought by the 
Plal.cxv.z. fame hand; A 10 us who has ſet his throne in 
the heavens, and has done his pleaſure upon earth: 
Mic. iv. 5- They are both wrought for the ſame end, that 


we may ee e 
the Lord; and the 


26. for ever. 


The period of hiſtory that our text belongs toy - 


- ſeems to have ſome particulars in it more t 


able than any other: It relates to their 61h" eee i 
ſrom the Midianites, which is typical of the great 


ix. falvation; as the prophet tells We Thou haſt _ 
e of Kientins wad the TOM of © 
his ſhoulder, the rod of his oppreſſor, 1 
- e e 


EY 


y are both preparations , for 
the dame: happineſs, à communion with God 
Pal xxiii. here, and the enjoyment of him as our 0 : 


\ 


—— —— ꝓ äUü—Ü—Ü— — 


and their camels were without number. 


2. They were the moſt cruel and barbarous; 
and reduc'd this unhappy people to what we call 
the perfection of ſlavery: Under other tyrants 


2 were capable of getting riches, poſſeſſions, 
an 


ſometimes honours at court; but we are told 


of the Midianites, | | 
Firſt, That they would not let them have 


* 


houſes to live in, ver. 2. Therefore the children of 


Iſtael made them the dens which are in the moun- 
tains, and caves, and ſtrong holds. They had all 
the miſeries of war raging within their bowels 
in © riſe of pee. LE is 

| Secondly, They would not allow them the 


very moving way. This bur was no longer Rom. ix. 


the Lord had 


than ſeven years; and indeed unl 


ſhorten d thoſe days, no fleſh could: be ſaved; the Ifai. lvii. 
ſpirit muſt have fail'd before him. It might well 16. 
be faid, wer. 6. That Iſtael was greatly impoveriſh'a 


becauſe of the Midianites ; and Gideon himſelf was 


 threſhing of wheat by the winepreſs, to hide it from the 
— got their bread with the peril of Lam. v. 


Aidiamies. They 


their lives, becauſe of the ſword in the wilderneſs. 


Thirdly, their caſe ſeems to be quite hopeleſs, 


as Gideon faith to the angel, if the Lord be with us, 


why. is all this befallen us; Here was ſuch a calamity 


quite raz'd our all the marks of a divine pre- 


ſence. 


— —— 
* 


* ; 
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. Theſe were the moſt numerous enemy, as 
ou ſee wer. 5. They came up with their cattle and 
cheir tents as graſhoppers for multitade, and both they © 
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ſence. 15 He adds, The pint FR | wy 
faw not their ſigns. God never us d 1 to x; 
them. without fome token for good; but now he 
was quite gone: Thus low may 8 run before 


Flat. xciv. judgment returns to righteouſneſs ; to ſhew that 


* the Lord will not caſt off his . neither will. 
| he forſake his inheritance. 9298 

Fourthly, The moſt dreadful part ot he 1 

is that the people had given up their religion to 

oſe who had taken away their liberties. Ifael 

fought unto him that ſmote him: They were ſtill 

idolaters. .Gideon's own, father rais'd up an altar 

for Baal, which his ſon is order d to throw down: 

And we may ſuppoſe. that 1. e family were zea- 

lous for their ſuperſtition; becauſe Gideon frar d 

bis father's houſhold, and the men of the city, and 

durſi not do by day what God himſelf had commanded 

him. So that here's a people loſt as to all rational 

| hopes of a deliverance, and all ſpiritual 8 

ns for it: They were neither able to work 2 
Livarin, nor fit to receive one. 

PG. cii. , T4 when the ſet time. to favour Sian as come; 
13. the ded 3gn of providence is like the ſpring in na- 
ture; as the heaven warms , the earth opens 

the ſeeds. below begin to ſtir, and the influences 
above to operate. God does in politicks as he 

Pal. civ. does in nature; he ſends forth his Spirit, and they 
30. are created, and rene ws the face of the earth. A nation 


that had. loſt their ſtrength ſhall regain it; and 
they who had defil'd. themſelves with idols, ſhall 
abhor them: The whole work of the Lord goes 


on together, as you find by the deliverance 


_ that he proclaims. to his captives in a ee 
He does it two ways. 5; 


1 1, He ſent a Prophet, 9 upbtaid the 


* 


what, he bad done for chem, and to reprove rent 


br l * had of 


* 


* I, aA MI 1 — 7 
BE IS 4 
8 2 


e nor does he 5 


1 when 
"oY 25 1 | ghd rydings, but only the terrors of the 


The prophet did not ſpeak i 
poſe 2 pM thouſands of iſrael; the angel comes 
to a ſivgle 101 The 
of the Lord, 


and puts the whole defi 
fat: nnder_ an oak, in Ophrah, that 
There he appear d to 9 and 
Lord is with thee, thow. mighty man of halour. Gideon 
took him to be no more than a man; tho 
haps a man of God. as you will ſee. by- his _ 
05 my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is 
All this evil. 2 55 us? and where he all bis miracles 
that eur fathers told ms: of fe 


ſev. wee and deliver, 


* upon the head of 


F Hol a 


miniſters have no authority or commiſſion. to 


e it not in vain; for if a pro- 


ec ee 1 


deſtroy a people, he will not let them be inltruct- 


ed at all: When a piece of ground is nigh to car- Heb. ni. 


„and whoſe end is to be burnt, he commands 


the Avuds, that they rain no rain upon it. Bur 
* very raiſing a pro 1 was a token * 1 4 EL; 


24h, After that, he viſits them by hi 


repar d the wa 
y leading them to 0 eaſe of 5 80 


impiet "The angel ſets about the thing itſelf, 
A, 1 intd preſent lifes He 


bring. u np out of 2 but now the Lord has for- 
20 


15 Obſerve the generous foul” of. this reat man: 


T be angel ſpeaks to none but him; The Lord is 
with ther; but he is far from . at any per · 


honours, and therefore makes his objection 
their general miſeries; if the Lord 
be 12 an why is this evil befallen #5? My text 
15 el's anſwer to his argument, which he 
? 2 2 things and words; he made him 


5 


e 


n . 


-v meſſenger Ka ces he is 


forerunner. | 17 God deſigns. to 


in ſecret, re I ſup- 


ain d to Joaſb - 


ſaid to him, the 


ſaying, did not the Lord © 
into the 8 
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ſaid, go in 4 th ae. Ai *. ſhalt” leur , 
racl out of the bands of the Midianites * have "mot T 
fernt thee? There are three things | that A pear ver. 
JJC EET: m0 


1. The perſon who 3 theſe glad 10 ge be 
is ſaid to bh the angel f the Lord in the former 


., verſe, and'the Lord, or Fehovah himſelf, in this. 
2. The action that he did; and this is laid dow! 


ina phraſe that will rather aſtogiſh chan alight 


a 5 ang pon im. AF £ £7 
3 ſenſe or mean 
J 1 in W hy 
2 the bands 0 
thee? ſo that ĩt is to be underſtood, PS 
\ * As a” tion for the work, 4. is this 
That look, whatever it was, inſpir ed him: 
ER bs animated by it; it Sve l bim all aher he 
Panted within. + 

'2ah, Tis an Wer of: the bleſſing.” Tu 
al ſave Jn out of the hand of the Ane 
It both created a rinciple of faith, and aa, be 
Lonlider d as the reaſon or auen of it. 128 


„ and. thay: 


ſave Trac 


. 


1 „ Tis alſo his commi iſlion to the office, 
A vine credential; haue not I ſent. thee? Thus he 
nech in his ſoul, 


Vent out, furniſh'd with a ſtre 
- oppriz'd of 3 bleſſing to clear his way, and de- 


| clar'd Captain general to the armies of the living 
God; we need not Wonder that ſucceſs and. 
victory re made 9 ry the e Yr . 1 32 and 


r 
The ſtory of the Fewr in one more 4 
culiar than that of any- other peop fe, but in zn 


*ris leſs fo, and ſeems to be given us for a 9275 £ 


of providence to the ſeveral ages of the Church. 


. It is very much a peculiar,” in God's ons . 
wy. 
4 ” = mw” 


their p olitical besd, in his raiſing 5 the Fs 
who ſhould deliver them, and 
With a certain bleffir So <. * Hee 4d 45 do 


7 7 Þ 1 


ing of bat vonderful 
the Midianites;" wave 8 | 


— — — —— 
— 


3 


ani; theo; ah porn of his; Hi the 
only form of his own chooſing., Every man of 


'% ö 
them was both a. ſaint and a hero; every act of r 
adminiſtration was juſt; every battle was glorious; | Lo + 11 
very attempt ſucceſsful. * was. full of Gd | =. 
a firſt to laſt: It began with his appointment. "ll 
and it always ended — his bleſſiang- Thus he Pal. catvit 1 


never dealt with any other nation; and thus he 20. _ 
left off to deal wich them, when their Jechery 7 - 
made them take the name of King from him, and _ 
give it to another. *Tis true, they call d their = 
monarch the Lord's anointed ; he calls it their ng op | 
| J 9 of bim tat, 15 ſhould. nor me over them. 
| 109 7 B 
8 Their ſtory... is BR for our 1 : 
tion. From the bible we have both our dbctrines 
and our politicks, and the hopes t that ate ſet before 7 
us in all ſorts of danger. We learn From that 
book, that the ſaints of the moſt High ſhall take Dan. 855 
and poſſeſs. the kingdom for ever, even for ever 18. 
and ever. When I read the wars of Alexander, 
— or any of thoſe: men who went about ſeek- 
whom they might devoun, I'm only picking 
a dry bone: There's nothing but a heap of facts; 


2 455 1 ſee any more in the ſtory, than BOM the - „ 

od of heaven can daſh the potſherds af the A 

1 0 one againſt another. But in reading over . To 

| the book of the wars of the Lord, I ſee what he has Mi 

done for a peculiar people, and what he will do 1 

for thoſe Who are looking to him from the iſles Co 
fear off; to him that overcomes will he give power Rev. ii * 1 

; Ev the nations, and he, ſhall rule them with a 2 = 

rod of iron, as the wir of a. potter ſhall they, be 1 
broke to ſhivers. Fo : 4 B's ot Qt ut : 8 as 

Si deliverance in- the old reſtament i on. < .- 
Is wy of chat Hith that ſhould be more ghundan © 1 
nn the new: We we agar Hi with Jewiſh heroes 1 
 B &< mot witneſſes; and looks to Jelus a9, they 4 U 
. C3 dig Mm 
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arge of Sor 1. 
a0 both their Lord and ours. 


was in them, the evidence of things not ſeen; and 


ver. 8. oppoſition and fury to deal with, ic condemns the 
Romæ. 3 World, and the world condemns it. It makes us 
4 | heirs of a righteouſneſs which they are: ignorant of, 


Feb. xi. ſame wonders; for as by faith the walls of © 


+ bt from heaven, ſaying, come out of her, my people, 
that you be not partakers of her ſins, and that you 


| double to her double, according to her works ; ; 
in the cup that ſhe has filled, fill to her double. 


| 3,33 Samuel alſo, and the prophers crowded in among 


| : dms, . righteouſneſs, out of weakneſs 

RR. made ſtrong; 

| | do flight the Pn of the aliens: And do you 

- EE think, that believing in Jeſus has loft the virtue 
ä 5 now he is come, which it always had when they 

| 1 bv ſaw him afar off? No; whoever is born of God 


2 by, we overcome the world, even our faith, 

WW. Vou may ſee three particulars in the llory of 

= BM . * Gideon and match them all with our Revolution; 
n Palexi 2. that work of the Lord which is honourable 


wy 815 e therein. We © me IS 5 2 JS TER 


* 3 
Cas 751 : I We, FO "ol A . 


2071 „ Thar- pere . ede e a hidden life in 


dhe cauſe of e n it ſeems to be oo loft 


Keb. zl. 1. fame courſe” of life and 48190: It is in 10 6 wr „ 


the ſubſtance of things hoped for: It has the fame 


and will not bow themſelves to: And it does the _ 5 
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. 3, fell down, fo ſhall thoſe of Babylon with ſhouts 
"a Kev. * and the ſound of a trumpet. There will be a voice 


. receive not of her plagues; for her fins have reach d 
unto heaven, and God has remembred her i iniqui-- 
ties; reward her even as ſhe has rewarded you, 


1 WE 1 uf. We have Gideon, Barak, and Samſon, David, ; 
the glorious examples of a faith that ſubdued king- 


Valiant in fights, and turn'd le | 
g q *....- overcomes the world, and this is the victor " Where- 5 


and glorious, and will be ſought out of all thoke | . 
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to unfold and comprehend all the myſteries of eter⸗ 
nal ſal vation; yet before we take that for granted, 
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let us tr. 


it upon things that are ſeen, and are but 


temporal. Do you imagine when the Aidiauter 
had left : 
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will change their religion nt à crown, 
who loſt three;crowns. for his religion. 


: nagement of the prieſts was. 
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blood. "They, had 2 king; receptive of e 
td, They ba and obedient 75 every. 9 8 


command; 3 and was ſo entirely devoted to them, 


that tho it ĩs no difficult thing to find: 19 75 that 
re is due 


ate, when the . ma- 
o furious, and the re- 
ſignation of the prince ſo entire. One would think, 


The caſe lock d very deſp 


bo they who pretend to change a wafer into a Gods 


ot another trick, to change their king into 


N Fl a piece of paſte, that would take any im- 


reſhions fit either to be ſwallow d or ador d, either 
ept in 2 box it home, or carried in proceſſion a- 
broad. The day was all their own in le judg- 

to con- 
tradict it in yours. Im apt to think you talkd 


of popery and a ſtanding army, as the ſpies a) of 
Num. xi. the LAnakims, we were in our diy +. as gra alt ä 


pers, and ſo we were in their (i 


Indeed there was always work = prayer, and 
a room for faith; but what's that to the peo- 


vVho call it Embuſtaſins? You.can ſcarce appre- 


end chat they who inſult your belief in the greateſt 
1 would have run any hazards for thoſe 5 
that are inferior. Tho they can talk freely againſt 
a popiſh ſuperſtition, yet that is, when there's no 
— king to head rhe. intereſt, and no prieſt who dare 
appear in the argument; when there's no tempta- 
tion to a maſs, and no danger of a faggot. But 
you can. remember it was a C oudy and 

dark day. You. had no pleaſure in it, but oe 5 


many of 


were on high... 1 3 


The attemprs of a ; deliverance r the; prince - : 


to di- 


ow had nothing hut an vnſeen divinit 


= \, © 4 
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- ſinguiſh it from tfat under the duke of . Janmonths = 
| Indeed che eyent L gs 'd,: the a. ROLE Was ip, We 2 


„ * 


our deliverance, not as the creature of politics, or 


dy the meer dint of war, but were like tbem cht 
ream, and cotild ſcarce think ourſelves owike- to 


believe, What yet we had not power to deny: 
People may ſacrifice what they pleaſe to their 


1 but it ſeem'd at that time to refuſe it all. 


Whether the nation was ſav' d or no is out of 'the 
queſtion; we ſaw, we look'd upon, we heard, we 


handled the great deliverance: But the thing was 
To unlikely, that if it were poſſible, we would | 

have made the fact itſelf to be dubiouus. 
K "OY | 
tion for 4 people, he will either find an inſtrument, 


Secondly, Whenever God determines to 


or he will make one. Jephrha the Gileadite + 10 


a ſoldier of fortune, as we uſually call them; 2 


man that maintain d himſelf and his army by the 

ſword; and therefore it was but turning his com- 
mon thoughts into. a more honourable Way, to 
make him the captain of Ifrarl. Oihniel the ſon of 
| Kenaz, had been a commander when the land was 


taken, and therefore was train'd up for new; fer- 


vices after It was loft. 'But who was Gideon? # 
ſure bout 
very private work, when he was threſhing wheat to 


man of à private character, Land I'm 


hide it from the enem) Tis true, the angel calls 


him a mighty man of Sun and fays the Lord 
was with him; bur that's only 2 prophetical lan- 


guage, calling the things that are not, às tho they 
were; for that he had been employ'd in nothing 
more magnificent than threſhing of corn, appears 
by his anſwer; O my Lord, wherewith ſhall I ſave 


Iſrael? behold "my family A ſy ad 1 | 
am the leaſt in m fatber's' houſe. © = 
_ - You will eafily, by the langua cha ho he * . 
5 aan gui ' | between © cowardice ad 1 
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However it was b e as os +a r | 
—.— „the Lord was there. We receiv d 
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Avis not thus that Gideon came into the welfare 


* 


ol Iſtaul, or the great Naſſau into the glorious Re- 


* 


. volution,, Our liberties were bought and ſold, but 
our crown was dropt and taken up again. God. 
Iſa. xir. 13. Tais d him up in righteouſneſs, and directed all his 

Ways, to build his city, and let go his captives, 

not for price nor reward. Tis true, he had been 
inur' d to wars, and encumber d with factions: 
The Arminian party, who had turn d all the grace 

of God to thoſe countries into Wer firlt 

and then. contriv'd to deliver him up as a prey to 
| thoſe abroad. But God endear'd; him to the peo- 
ple whom. he ſhould. deliver, and made him ter- 
rible to thoſe whom he was to obey; and, with- 

dut entring into any vindication of popular tumults, 
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he jeslouſie blown up againſt the houſe of Orange, 
ſhauld turn its whole force in the maſſacre of the 
tuo men that rais'd it; and that the French army, 
Pho came to devour with the ſword hat they had 
bought with money, found that the God of * | 


ven would not deliver up what treacherous: men 


at, and well it may by tho 
the argument; Vet — prince had no other errand 
hither, than in his o] n way to ee tor re 
| faith that was once deliver d to the ſaint. 1, 
Sold did not call a threſher of wheat to threſh 
the mountains, and make them as chaff. It was 
not à man whoſe fleſh was iron, and whoſe bones 
were braſs, whom he engag d to venture out at ſeas | 
in a ſtormy feaſon, in the dead of the year, at the 5 > 


A N of a cold and deſolate winter; no, bur 
r n= - perſon 8 
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bad no right to ſell; and therefore 1 Nancy: loſt the 
bargain vey ſhunn' d the bartl. 
His abies our deliverarice.was'a thing Ritl 


more out of the way. God had ſuffer'd the rave- 


nous appetite of France to extend itſelf ſo far, as 


if he had call'd them to ariſe and devour kingdoms, 


be voracious of liberties, and all the religion that 


the mother of harlots has nor taken for her own: 
This unfitneſs for an expedition of ſo much hazard 
_ and fatigue, was a greater than Gideon could bring 
into his argument. For, as a prince and a warrior; 
he was reſtrain'd from deſigns upon a kingdom, 
where he had never been a ſubjeR, and from. quar- 


rels where he was not a partx. 
He might have been held ir by the ceremanid arti» 


d off honour, of which noperſon was ever more 


tenacious; but theſe he was taught to break through 


by a ſenſe of the. honour that comes from God only. 
Fhe engagments of a ſon and nephew, the di- 


ſtance of the place which was to become the ſeat 


of war, were all over-rul'd. by the cauſe of religion 


and liberty: And, tho' the phraſe. is now laught 
S 


that cannot an ſwer 


wa? 4x 2 
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Is The Charge of 


2 perſon ſickly from bis yourh; and tho# his et 


Joel iii.10. nothin 
| "Bs: 10 


but a bed of languifhing. When he calls 
eat our plow-ſhares into ſwords, ' and our 


A 


A man unexpos' d to the uſual temptations of 


ride and avarice, whoſe riches were great enough 


* 


or his family, and whoſe honours were like to be 


extinguiſh'd in his perſon. Had there been the 
hopes of kings deſcending from his loyns, and that 


a a royal 8 ſhould have enter d into his la- 
bours; he had acted from the ſame argument in 
ſeixing one kingdom, that a neighbouring monarch 

did in graſping at all. But as all the poſterity that he 

Could be thought to provide for, was that of lis 


people, it appears either that ambition had no flame 


1 gy or that it was not fed by the common 
le might have choſen to let the name of NVaſſas 
drop in peace, within the bounds of that countrey | 
where it had riſen with glory, and not ſuffer the 
luaſt of the family to fall a facrifice to the French, 
as the firſt had done to the Spaniard. He knew 
that aſſaſſinations againſt a prince of Orange was 
an old trick of Rome. Theſe were very good rea- 
ſioons for fitting at home, and would have appear d 
eonſummate wiſdom to every one elſe; but the grace 


of God within, and the cauſe of God abroad, makes 


|  themfooliſhneſs to the man, who was always asking, 


Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? and tho a 
perſon Who had ſo much to loſe, and fo little to 


get, wanted no perſuaſions to have been at peace, 
upon a hero, it never comes in vain. Its caſt down 


| 2Corx.3- all ſtrong holds and carnal imaginations in his heart, 
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3. Whatever difficulties entangle che work of 


Sod from without, they are more than anſwer'd 
by the principle that he gives within. The meanneſs 


of Onions family; the privacy of his own character; 


father's houſe; the poor ſtate of [acl were all over- 
rul'd by the caſt of an eye, the Lord looked upon him, 
and faid, go in this thy might, and thou ſhalt 


* 

4 

. 
* 


Thus it is in every cauſe of God, both the mi- 
niſtry that is committed to preachers, and the dan- 
gers that are devolv d upon Patriots: Our great Lord 
tells them both, my grace is ſufficient for thee; 


and they may equally ſay, after ſuch an aſſurance, 
when I am =P 

power of Chriſt does reſt upon me. "Theſe things 
I cannot now conſider, but the ſcheme I propoſe 
to do it in is this; 


1. I would obſerve the perfection of the author, 
who is no other than Jeſus the ſon of God, 1 Tim. vi. 


the power of the Madiantes, the idolatry of his 


= 


then am I ſtrong, becauſe the 


the bleſſed and only potentate, the prince of the 15. 


kings of the earth. Tis he that "inſpires heroes Rev. i. 7. 
and humbles tyrants; Who both lodges. and ſecures 


the heavenly treaſure in earthen veſſels. 


2. We ſhall confiderthe:nature-of it 


with whom every 


de VV, r of the influence, 
hee looked upon him, He-mlks of de ig s Ge 
iction is eaſie, and every pur- 


3. We may obſerve the effects of what he did 


upon the perſons who received the ſwift impreſſion. 


Go (ſays he to Gideon) in this thy might, and thou 


ſhalt fave 7/7ael. Thus it always is in every at- 


tempt, either againſt tyranny or infidelity: The Zach. ir 


— 


force ariſes from within, not by might, nor by 
pover, but by my ſpirit, ſaith the Lord of hoſts; 
and then the great mountain. before Zerwhbabel ſhall 


c 
3 2 


become 2 plain. 
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HESE 8 I begun to open t 


lj laſt year with an application to that 9 
|= wonderful work of God that ought | 
1 to be remember d by every hearty | 
bt proteſtant, | and will certainly | 


ought out of all them that have 
_ pleaſure i in it. The hiſtory of Gideon is very like 


= the deliverance that was wrought for this nation 
= - 156 1 8 10 2 car of ; whe) right hand of the moſt 


we ; owe to what 


N 


N us, may : 
— ſalvation of his antient pe ple und ; 
y man of valour. The text is an account 
conduct. of PORE and - 
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| chat can be imagin'd; it is 


- ufloocl, hill remember who the great 


by mo is, * * of ſaints; g 


T. Charge of Go 10 Gib kon 
1. Thee action itſelf is but very 


and Mtr. 
1 15 The ſenſe that 17 18 o 


x it is che eſt 
| * to 8 
a man could wiſh for. 

xt, Twas a quilificaion for ihe Wache of the 
Les, go in this thy might: He was infpir'd and 


jog wn into noble reſolutions oy: the I" of his God 


him. 


„ Twas an aſſurance 01 victory; thou ſhale 


| Pe Taue out of the hand of the Midianites. 


zal, Twas a divine commiſſion to the office, 


| have not I ſent thee? from the extremit wy they 
r 


were fallen into, and the ſurprizing way of raiſing 
up a deliverer, I gave you three obſervations 


that are viſible through = Lon | age as of their 
ſtory and ee 5 29 | e 


Hit, That ann 4 is a a hidden life in be caitſe 61 


| religion and liberty when it ſeems to be totally 
gone in the eyes of men; this Tenlarg'd upon both 
from ſcripture records, and from national expe- 
rience; and it is a doctrine that will never ceaſe to 


be true, and never fail to be delightful :-We were 


ready to ſay as Gideon did, if the Lord be with us, 


why i is all this evil befallen us! and by whom Thall 
Jacob ariſe, for he is ſmall? well, by whom fhould 


ariſe, but his God who is ſtill the mighty one Ia. 14 


of Jacob? and therefore has directed his promiſes 


to them in their low eſtate ; fear not, thou worm 
Jacob, and ye men of 1/ael, 1 will help thee, faith 
the Lord; and thy Redeemer the holy one of IF ael; 

When the foundations are -deſtroy'd that God - has 
| hid either of truth or property, When the luſt of 


tyranny, or the roaring of unbelief, come in like 


prietor of 
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not been che Work of « NED the nee, ow bis 


he" loves it 
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22 The Charge of GOD te G¼ 
too well to throw 1 it away; It is too much h s dar- 
ling to be given to the power of the dax. 

We have known the need of ſuch 8 
and I cannot tell how ſoon we may know it again ; 
16.1ix. 15. When truth has fail d, and he that departed from ini- 
quity made himſelf a ports: when there was no know- 
| ledge of God in the our fouls have been dri- 
ven from what we ſaw in providence, to the bare 
declaration of the Bible, that Chriſt is the Son of 
the living God; and though this is what fleſh. and 
| Mat. xvi. blood cannot reveal to us, yet upon that rock he 
18. has built his church, and the e of hell * not 
e ainſt it. ; 
2 we farther ſee from the gays, in this : 
chapter, and the parallel to it in our own nation, 
that whenever God. determines! to work ſalvation 
for his people, he will either find an inſtrument, 
or he will make one. Sometimes he gives out a ſort 
Plal. xciv. of a proclamation, who will riſe up for me againſt 
16. evil doers, who will ſtand up for me againſt the 
workers of . iniquity * And he reſents the cowar- 
Jud. v. 23. dice and lukewarmneſs of his people in a cloudy | 
and dark day: Curſe them bitterly who come not 
out to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty: 
III. iii. 5. He is ſaid to wonder that there was none to up- 
hold; but though in theſe expreſſions he ſpea 
after the manner of men, yet we muſt not ſup- 
poſe they ſignifie any imperſection in him as _ 
do in us: He wants no counſel to make his pur- 
poſe right, and no alliance to make it effectual; his oy 

_ own. arm brings ſalvation, and his ey” ha * 1 5 

hold him. : 8 
He calls far. Gideon, 8 1 
in „and he the leaſt in his father's houſe; 
he finds Bim .threſhing wheat by night to 
hide it from the Alidianites; but he turns his 
—— to another ne which I cannot give 


an e a han . of the ooo . 
— | 2 xl. : 


was poor ” 
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IIa. xli. 15, 16. Behold I will make thee a new 


ſharp threſhing inſtrument, having teeth thou ſhale 


: > 9 
* N 
„ > 


threſh the mountains, and beat them ſmall, and 


| ſhale make the hills as chaff, thou ſhalt fan them, 


and the wind ſhall carry them away. 

- Thirdly , you farther ſee that Whatever intati- 
glements may be upon the work of God without, 
yer they are all diſfolv'd by what he does within. 
The number of the Midianites is compar'd to that 
of graſs-hoppers, and ſo may their way of acting; 
they had almoſt extinguiſh'd the very name of 
Iſrael, deſtroyed both the land and people too. 
Gideon may well object the fewneſs of the troops 


that were likely to be under his command, from the 
multitude that would certainly be collected againſt 


him; but he had done thinking of danger, and 
feeling his fears, when the Lord looked upon him; he 
went in ther as his might, without any dread of 
the battle, or any doubt of the victory. x 


I This is the caſe I deſign to conſider and improve; | 


amd there are three particulars that make up the won- 
der of the fact, and may lead us to a right appli- 
cation of a deliverance that is ſo conducted. 
1. We ſee that the whole affair is to be regarded, 
zs an argument of infinite perfections, in him whoſe 
work it is: Twas the doing of the Lord, he look. d 
/ ROE Re 
2. You find what influence goes along with hisac- 
tions, he did no more thanlook on the perſon whom 
he deſigned to inſpire, and animate for the deliverance 
of his people, and the glory of his name; and yet. 
3. Thar turn of his countenance; that calt of his 


5 eye, had all the effect that could be defir'd, Gideon 


Went in that his might to ſave Iſrae. 
I. We we ald to conſider, who it is that raiſes 
up judges, and deliverers for the world, and eſ- 
pecially for thoſe that fear him; for you may take 


extended 


— — — — 


the providence” in this double light, either as it is 


Pal. TE ii. heathen; God firs on the throne of his holineſs ;; 
i this ow was only among wad favs. The princes of 


8, 9. 


n. Ching) of 60D* to Gbr 


5 exteaded-over all nations, or as it's deſignid Far the 


od of 3 peculiar people. God reigns over the 


ople are gathered together, even the people 


7 4 od of Adden for the bid of I che 
earth belong to the Lord, and he is greatly exalted- | 


He is call'd the Lord of Febovah in this text, and 


it agrees to what we read in 4 thouſand- more; but 
however, I muſt obſerve with what variety the ho- 


ly Spirit has thought fir to ſpeak of him in the 


chapter before us: In the eleventh and twelfth vers. 


ſes, he is ſaid to be the angel of the Lord;\/and af 


wands be is. called che Lard himſelf; this again av 
«ngelof God, and after that the Lord God; this pro- 
miſcuous infolding of titles, uſing them in common 


of one and the ſelf ſame perſon, makes it eaſie to 
underſtand who it was that had been their King o of 


old, and commanded deliverance for Facobßz. 
1. The frequent returns of the words Lord ind 


; God i in the telling of this ſtory, leaves all created 


arxt Fehovgh? and yet : ; 

236 Calling this perſon. by the name. of, an agel, 5 

vhowe uo leſs than Fehovah himſelf, gives 2 fut. 
8 | 1 tation 


but to give eit. So t 

of. a Redeemer's purpoſe, 4 
his providence, yet it is not one of them who came 

to Gideon with a _—_— and a u , omiſe, * 

Lord is with thee, thou migh valo 


angels out of the cafe : They were often miniſtring | 


ſpirits to thoſe heirs of ſalvation, but they: are ne- 


Ver called by the name of Jehruah; they have the 
title of 125 1 


but fo far from having it upon c- 


tular Di orſhip him all ye gods; they were 
not ie el worſhi e er not to take it, 
chough they-are-miniſters 

the executioners of 


ur ; for 
to which of the — any ay ene, thou 


vine nature, that their creation; their 
| ' dependence, their duty is proclaimed with their ri« 


| 7. 


— ———————— — _—_—  —_—_— — — — — Ine 


Te cen y 6619; 7 618 80 l. mn MN 
ntion to the ſenſe of the word, that it cantot 11 | 
unncderſtood of the Father; whoin our Siviour ys s ö 
no min nh ſceti at any time. He is never called 
an angel, or a man, bur it is the Son that became 
ſo familiar to then i, thofe propheticil iges, on 
| pu rpoſe to eſtabliſh. rheir faith ae an ificathariorl, 
ED. hit God would be thanifeft in the, fleſh: You 
— * of ſeveral things in the cdbrſe of this ſtory 
5 that are by no means to be underſteod bf the per- 
on who was not to be made of a wot Fl 


3 id made | 
| under the lar. 1 e 
=o 1. I have already obſety'd he is alt an angel; | 
„„ name that the Father never went by, but it is 
— given to another p A not to exprels the Auture; 

t the office $ two nathres, but neither of . 
them that of an br 4s wan lie was tndde lows 
er than the angels, chez ſttengeken' d Him; as God 

he is infinitely above them, and they wofthip km: 

the matches of the children of Halt Irou! h 

che wildernefs, the angel went before chem, # o 
ö 6fcenrinies calf'd the Lord, and is fad to pardoti 
Inſquicy. Thee appedrance in which he did it, Was 
3 the appearance of fire by night, and a 1 by days 
L- - _ anda certain guſh” glory on everal occaſions; 
covering of the N thus he alone did Deu. n 
7 be them; he who was afterwards 4 light to ligbr- 13 Lake 5: 
the zentiles was then the glory of his people; 85 
Fact. In this peri riod he is 255 the Angel of th. Eri. 9. "mJ 
God's preſence, one Who was always p tefert with. | 2 
God, and one who perform'd all his Loy by a 1 
| graciotis 8987 wht the 1 5 He fav'd them, he 
„ bare and carried them in t ys of old; and yet 
they never underſtood it to be any lefs thin . 
50 who bare them u les eagles Wings. 
Acer that he is ſaid to be the Angel of the eo ve. LE 
vant, as. 4's meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts, The g 
comes upon his errand to'a loſt world; the Neg” 


the deep * of God, * 2 party in the con- \ 


tri wance 


it 
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Phil. ii. 8, 
9. 


trivance and the revenue of man 3. ſalvation, fag 1 . 


counſel of peace was between them both: This is the 
current language of the old Teſtament, boch ii in rell- 


4 : 


The:Charge of d OD 


ing the ſtory. of their deliyerance, and in lying 


down propheſies of a much greater redemption. U 
God is pleaſed to call himſelf, by this name of an 
angel, that it might be underſtood not of the Fa- 


ther, but of him in whom all the fulneſs of, the 
Godhead was to dwell bodily. | 
2. Tis farther faid of this Angel of 44 1 


. he fat under an oak which was in Ophrab, and 
that there he appear'd to Gideon, that he talk'd win 
him as a man does to his friend. This confirms the 
expoſition that I gave you before, that theſe actions 
ere what the ſeripture has never applied to the Fa- 


ec but they muſt be underſtood as they were 


i thoſe believers, who rejoiced to ſee the day of 
| "= Son of man, and who ſaw it afar off and were 


lad, as an earneſt that the Word would be made 
geln and dwell among us, or ſet up his tabernacle 


With us, for before he was thus made fleſh, he was 
a ſort of a way-faring man, that turn'd aſide to tar 
Wn for a night. . 


3. Gideon bimſelf takes him for no more 13 


2 man, tho' perhaps one of an excellent character, 
ſome prophet that God had raiſed up, as you will 
.. - » ſee by the ſolemnity with which he applies ro him. 
Ob my Lord, if the Lord be with «s, where be a 
his miracles? Now the Lord hath forſaken us and de- 
 livered us into the hands of the Adidianites; he would 
not have dar'd to have utrer'd this objection, had. | 
he taken the perſon for the God of {ſr acl, or even 
for a created angel. 


aſe to. make 


And thus low: did the N lea 


himſelf ; in thoſe days, as an earneſt that in the ful- 
neſs of time it would be no grief of heart for him. 


to become of no. reputation, and take upon him the 


Teiw! hi . . n Wi 3223 F 1.5 | 


* 3 1 


* . 1 
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: is very evid: LE 

Got aud Febovah, or the God of el, we are to 4 

_ underſtand the divine nature, yet the chief ſenſe of io 
: th word binds our thoughts upon one perſon, even 


PF eared, and whom Gideon ſpake to. under the 
tit 


with a or, Breaking the chain of the ſtory, 
forcing the words to a ſenſe, that they cannot re- 


 wreſting of the ſcrij ture; but rho* they who do 2 Pet. iii. 
it defign the deſtruction of the truth, yet it „ 
in no other deſtruction than their own. _ 
5 moſt high God, tis Tike his way of Tpeaking ; he 
. 9952 often repreſented himſelf as doing the 
he did it by the word of his power; he e fpake and Heb. 1 3. „ 1 
it was done ; he commanded, and it ſtood faſt: If Pfl. H a 


” of his hand, the ta are all in a ſmoke : We 


, MW 
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ent to me, that chough by the names 


that NN who. is God with us. II. v.14. 
e is as often call'd the Lord, or Fe hovah, 


7 as 4 15 gel, which carries our meditations quite | 
above the innumerable company of thoſe Spirits _ 1 


that are about the throne, or are ſent forth to mini- 


ſter to them that ſhall be the heirs of filvation. As 

the Father never had a name ſo low as that of an 
angel; ſo no creature was ever dignified as we find . 0 
this Angel to be, who revealed himſelf ro Gideon. of 


1.) You ſee that, without any gap in the hiſtory, 


7 5 a moſt viſible connection, after Gideon had 5 
4 11 oke to this Angel as 2 man, it's immediately fad, 
c 


Lord looked upon him; how is it poſſible to g 


put aſunder what God has ſo firmly joyned toge- 


gether! ? The tranſition is natural and eaſy, that he 
whom the hiſtory calls the Angel of the Lord that 


e of my Lord, is the Lord that anſwered him 


ceive without violence, is very properly calleda 


2.) The action it ſelf is worthy of none but the 


greateſt things in the flighteſt manner. Thüs the 98 
Whole creation is what he breath d or pronounced, * 


he touches the hills they tremble, and by the Waft 9, 10 . 5 


N more than __ bvked thro” the me = 


— 
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8 [gh „ hung their chariot wheels, and 


: l 5 5 fa, 
" ; - 


”” hs had ſeen the A 
crys out, alas! Oh Lord God! This ſhews what he 
- 15 the Fon wil people of that age underſtood by 
title. 1 


ou read in another, that when Mano 
ab 120 vile e ſlaw the Angel of the Lord aſcending up 


mall ſurely die becauſe we have ſeen God. 
5 benſions, when a created angel appeared to N 


22, ſent his angel to ſhut the lions mouths; nor di 


1 evening ſacrifice; and in the following ages, when 


of an angel never ſtruck them in the way t 


yer. * tell big he ſhould not die. The virgin May was 
8; 9. 26. mortalz pay the very ſhep berds themſelves, though 


the heayenly hoſt does not make them conclude they 


ab 7 — vas niſhed, indeed, and ſo. was. Peter, whom 
5 the angel fetched out at, priſon, but in none of 


. e 2 the hoſt of thy 1 and ie, „ 
hem unable to get out, till the waters were cm 
I: 3 8 Giles bir is afterwards + 3 by 
el of the Lord face to ſace, and 
5 Will be this part of the try 


in the flame of their offering, he cries out, we 
We neverread that they, had ſuch fearful 4 pre. 
Dan. vi. Daniel. aw one of them in the den; my God. has 


ix. 2. he thipk of dying when Gabriel was ordered to fly 
7 ſwiftly, and come down at the beginning of the 


theſe diſpenſat ions were not ſo frequent, the fi 4 
Nhe read of Gideon; they were not put under the L 
1 fy of death. Thus did Zacharias both ſee and 
car the angel . the right hand of the altar of i in: 

cenſe ; fear fell upon him, but there 15.00 need to 
troubled ; at the ſalution, but ſhe did not believe i ir. | 
they Were affrighted, 1 the Whole multitude of ; 
48. * 4 den paths 2. the ſame you read of Corneling, who 

| 5 | 
"hel * do they ever 3 that the Gighr of | 


an angel was certain death; and. therefore when G7. 
and Mangah talk at lar 00 00 Lon 
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ad of the 3 LO ; th moſt hi gh God himllf, 
whom no man could ſee and — And this a- Ex. 
to the ſentiments. that they receiv'd by the 


grees 2 
tradition of their fathers ; Facob had wonder d at Gen- ii 


it; I have ſeen God face to face, and my life is 


ards, he calls je an a that has preſery 'd 


4+). Tis ſtill et to the convition of every 


one who can diſcern- between good and evil, that 


it was no other than the moſt High God, with 


| whom Gideon had this ebe aien from the an- 


ſwer that was given him, verſe the 23. the Lord 


ſaid, peace be uuto thee, fear nat, than ſhalt nat die: He 
that declar'd. this to him, is call d the Lord. or 


chovah; and what he ſaid to him is fit for no 


other mouth than that of a God; who kills and 
makes alive; who. wounds, and who. heals; and Peu mri 


there is none who can, deliver out of his hand: 


Well then, of the the: ths = he ſaid this i = : 
Ota wit Gideon, Es 


the. ſum; the. erſon W 


K 


3 and yet When he ſpeaks of ths after i 


me from all evil. Alvi. 15. 


1 


ſtruck all this life into him with. a look, could nate 


be a created angel, but he has a. name above every 


name, he is called Zehovah in the whole run of the 


ſtory ; and yet it is pat to be underſtaod af the Father, 5 8 5 


whoſe dwelling was not with fleſh, and whom na 


man hath „ who never takes on him 


either the nature of man, or the title of angels. 
have ſo often learnt; that aur great Redeemer was, . 


We are therefore oblig'd to continue in what we 


the God of Ifael,. who. ſpake at ſundry. times and in Heb. 1. 1. 


divers manners to the fathers.; twas he who led. 
fer their armies, being no leſs than the. Lord of. 
hoſts, both in heaven and in earth, among 


and mens The armies chat are in heaven fal 8 
8 


us d ta do; for his eyes are ac a 
flame of fire,, and on his. head ate many 3 


in e . . 20 ks, 


93 


by 


c 
PP 
e 
n 


8 1 Nl " who inſp ir'd their pr pro ophers ; the 15 pirit | 
| ' Fe, . =o Chriſt that was in Fe did teſtifie the 1 
"os that they were to reach : *Twas he who quicken'd 
8 vs © their heroes : It is faid, that through faith they 
Heb: ri. gbtain'd: 'kingdoms, waxed valiant in fight, a d 
Dh ro, to fliglit the armies of the aliens, oY is, 
by the fairh of which be was firſt the Author, anc 
then the Object. This is the victory by which 
| they overcome the world, even their aich; ſo that 
the doctrine or general propoſition ariſing out of all 
; ſtories of their battles and victories, is fo this | 
{> 0; RE ; 0 
= Chriſt Jeſus,” God WR 7 in the fleſh, 
8 Is he that Taiſeth up deliverers for his peo ble, - 
 gainſtall the tyranny and wickedneſs by whic|  chey 


©. 


1 . luffer. 
„ that Angel that appeared to Oude He 
woas that Lord who fit'd up all his courage with 


the ſingle turn of his eye: And if they could ex- 
pect theſe favours from him before his incarnation, 
 _... What may we do afterwards, Who have more fuba 
Pro. vil. ſtantial arguments; that he rejoyceth in the habi- E 
3 table parts of the earth, and his delights: are among 5 
Rev. xix. the ſons of men? for now at the head of his armies we \ 
13. z cloathed witha veſture dipt in blood, and his name 
zs called the Word of God. If he was the God of 
Iſrael, then, the title appears with an additional evi: f 
dence now, that he has taken upon him the ſeed 5 
of Abraham, and therefore his churches” in the ; 
dne teſtament, who are call'd the Tfrael of God, 
** © have' as great a hope fer before them, as thoſe 7 55 
 whomhie bronght out of the land of UNS and from 
the houſe of bondage. This Lord is our Res 
r e deemer: This holy one of Tfact is our King. „ 
Wien „ think my ſelf bound in duty, o_ WW 
dos, to mention a few things, to eſtabliſh. your faith 1 
in this 3 of his Deit ; and aſſiſt the im- 


— ä Sg SE 
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1 our ſalvation; chat you may learn both. to 5 
lieve the truth, and co e the meren, 3 n 
i: take theſe three JO 3 


; * k 5 


„ OR. 


8 He Ko all 9 5 > aſſerted his 1 monar- 
Mg This he did of old: He rules by his power Pfal. . 
| - forever; his eyes behold the nations: 'Tis ſpoke of 7. 
5 him as you ſee in the former verſe, who turn d the .. 
ſes into dry land when they went through the flood 
: on. foot; then did they. rejoyce in him; and it 
Vas foretold, he ſhould have it after he was incar- 
5 accurs d and crucified, When they Tho gr him 
/ Vinegar andgall to drink, and had divide 
| © -  . ments amon hens the. — ſhould b 
ST - Lord' 8, and be b. 


r 


times meerly — room that is, 75 50 of - 
 _, religion, has no concern in it; but it's #/#all the 
ouoerflowing of his care about thoſe to whom he is 
| the author of eternal ſalvation. The Lord has de- 2 Tim. iv. 
liver'd them out of the mouth of the lion, and de- 16. 
: | livers. them from every evil work, that he ay ö 
7 bring them to his heavenly. kin dom. 
I I ſhall under this head conſider it in the former 
EA way as a meer evidence of his authority, which. 
1 be may carry on without any regard to a peculiar 
people. We are call d to acknowledge and magni- 
5 work, that men may behold afar off, when 
: be breaks. in pieces mighty men without number, Job xiv.” 
and ſets others in their Headz when he tumbles; 24. 
princes as mortar, and treads chem out as. the pot- 
ter does the clay; when he forms them either velſ- 
ſels to hocour, ,or to. . „as it t ſeems th pe 
py. 
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Lakes 62. che "_"_— 
” mighty from ber fs, and exales them of a low 

degree. e deere 
* this was ſo cheer: an — of faich to the 
= 5 Jews,” that they od it in Babyhe at the rime 


. 
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SG 
3 — 
4 
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"20, 21. will Wight; he pulls down kings, and ſers up kings; 
be changeth times and ſedſons. They MEN this 


N B ol horror that were appointed to him, made 
1 5 the moſt Frigh rules in the king 


de will: He was to be tugke i in this dreadfil W. 
(the light of truth was to ſhine out of a long dark- 


ff 


doms to the baſeſt of men; and when his under- 
_— returned to him, he bleſſed and extolled 


ee ſt High, the King of heaven, whoſe King 
4 [366 * ow is for ever and ever, and his dominion wirh- 


ment; and, 28 he bimfelf had found it, thole thi 
walk in pride he is able ro abaſe. 
W's.  Thavshonced to diftiguiſh out bleſſed Lord out 
+3. wh this empire, that he has over themonarchies of the 
s | fred for the heathen kings are called to be wiſe, and 
+ * 0 erve the Lord with fear. but to kifs the ww. 
© n walk it the mig” of the fiery fabtiace; as 1 
companion and 9 with thoſe three whom he 


* iii. Saviour was afffited, and this angel of His preſence 


Ia, Kg. the Sem of God; he lnd heard" of him by chat title 


HO fm the Jews, awd he calls him the God of She. 
„ he owns no other 


"ach, MHeſhach, and Abeds 
oy 50d could deliver after Ws for. * the _ 


people: ke puts dv the 


ken the earth: With him, ſays Daniel, is idem 5 
iv. 17. doctrine, and Nebathadnezzar felt it; the feveti 


| _nefs) that the heavens erde and may * g | 


zes of the earth to be inſtructed; and not 


had caſt irr thither; for in all their afflictions, their 
ſaweckthem. The form of this fourth perſon was like 
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EY wwe — — ind and che waves o 
1 depec tho! kr us ſee what he can do with al 
=p dhe other unruly parts of nature; for he chat Rills 
2 Pſal. xciii. the noiſe of the ſess, can do the ſame by the tu- 

1 3. mull of the people; his power over 4 
5 ©»  ſhew'danabſohutemonarch! chat, as the Centurion 
= Ls | Wuſtravgs the caſe, he could fay'to one, go, and be 
ene come; and he mes; ad t. 0 


do this, and 
6 elong s of death and e 
nity; 3 and 1 monkey. > to this: truth; w 3 "1 
i. - became him to be of no reputation: "and wee 
WM form of 'a" ſervant;aWharimuſt we e 
3 . | from hm pow, that he bas bien do Rimſelf hi grent 


. 
* 4 
oy 4 5 \ 
9 3 wy ? 
: 8 , re Pokey; 7 


4 


er and reign'd* * Fe) NS Deas e, opt? 118 5 ; HE oo B68 "1 | 


Mat.xeviii 
19. bim boch i heaven ind ir kerth; 
Ff him in their praiſes before Yhorkions, chat he! 4 
| Rev. v. 7. the faithful %ieneſs, che firſt bepotten from the dead 
Bake nes of t ears 
| v name written r 


Jof all the and _ it's wrote 
h | upon His t 
1 20 1 that will maintain it and it is ch, chat 
1 3 . he is the King 'of kings, and Lord of lords: The 
1 5 a armies that follow him in heaven do it under this 
E title, and aretherefore wairing to ſee it evident i in 
1 | floods of wrath, upon _ that either deny his 
% | name, or abuſe his Jpon che cruſhing of that 
dien h en infidet or a tyrant, 


3 — loud voice in heaven, ſay ing, now gee f 


| ne zien and rength and-che kingdom of 0 
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tion; for, in this ſenſe, they ſet up kings, but nat Hoſ. vii. 
by bim, and princes, but he knew it not; but + 
wicked princes may be ſaid to reign by him, as a 5 
ſweeping peſtilente does, of a raging fire, for there 1 

is no evil in the city, but the Lord has done it; the 
meaning is, that he has 2 particular concern in theſe 
governments: if they do any good, it is by his 
influence; if they are devoureres of men, and deſ- 
piſers of juſtice, he ſhews himſelf to be the bleſſed 
and only potentate, not ſo much in his ſetting them 
Up; as : in | pulling them down; for certainly. it's 
more the work of a Redeemer to dethrone a tyrant, 
than it is to advance one T was as much the 
Lord's doing to ſend; Vebuchadnecæar among the 
cattle, as it was to give kingdoms and monarchies in 
a great bundle into his hand; it appear'd: by his fall, 
rather than by his greatneſs, that the Moſt High 
rules in the kingdoms of men. *Tis a nobler in- 
ſtance of his power over all fleſh, to humble the 
pride of kings, than it is to gratiſie their Juſt ofem- 
pire. We are apt to queſtion, whether the Lord 
reigns or no in the proſperity of a wicked ruler; 
but, when ſuch 4 one is depoſed from his kingly 
ſtate, and driven out as a ſugitive among the nations, 
then his judgments are manifeſt: Dam v. 20. 
'Tis he who puts it into the hearts of people, to 
ſet them up, and this is the moſt ſignificant: argu- 
ment of their being his anointed ; We hear his voice 
by the voice of conſenting nations; tis no other 
Way that we can apprehend the notion of a ſpeaks 
ing God, than by the turn that he has given to 
the hearts of men. The divine right of a perſon 
wie can only know by the flowing of the nations 
to it: Thus was our king proclaimed at the revo- 
lution, by the ſhouts of a willing people, the 
bleſſing of thoſe that were ready to periſh; with the 
cries of deſire, and joy to the man that ſav d them: 
and loud Hoſannah's * God that ſent ä 
„„ 1 | FVV cat. 
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That work and counſel is not of God that comes 
to nought; the event it ſelf is enough to determine 
that is not the counſel of the Lord, for then it 
would ſtand: I hope we may venture to ſay that 
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heart is towards the gove 
fer d themſelves willingly a1 


Xs of T/razl, who Gf. 
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the revolution is of God, if a proſperity of thirty 


ſeven years may be call'd a ſtanding, and eſpecially 
under the long views, that a fruitful houſe has given 
us; tho' I do not ſay this to make you ſecure; 

blaſpheming runs higher now than ever, eſpecially 
againſt the name of Chriſt; concealing his deity 
is to go for charity, denying it for free-thinking ; 
e ee lampooning it will ſet up for wit; 


but he who 
thers are not aſhamed to revile, is the Moſt High 


over all the earth; He, as the King of kings, did, in 
our deliverance, give us a king of his own chuſing, 
a man after his own heart. 
And again, when thrones are polluted with luxury, 


profaneneſs and blood; when the laws are made a 


ſacrifice to cruelty, and the goſpel to banter, when 
this is an iniquity that proceeds from the ruler, it's 
the hand of God that pulls him down; he does ic 


both with a declaration, and apity to his own name: 


nor can I be ſilent to the praiſes of our great Re- 


deemer at the return of a day, on which he has 


engraven his political glories. I don't pretend to can- 
vals the right of kingdoms, or poiſe the titles of 


Princes; tis pity that miniſters of the goſpel ſhould 
be graſping at a power of deciſion, which the world 


will never let them have, and Chriſt has never bid 
them take. T heſe doctrines are not to be determined 
in pulpits, but in parliaments; and it ſignifies no- 
thing what yokes of bondage the prieſts may pre- 
| pare, it's certain, without a ſpirit of infatuation, 
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ig the people, praile 
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m ſome are aſhamed to confeſs, and o- 
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arge of GOD % GIDE0O: 


But my deſign is to contemplate the great Re- „ F 
_ deemer, as riding in the chariots of falvation; and =} 
ſounding forth his mighty name to the terror of „„ 
Jeenemies, and the ſurprize of thoſe that waited for 1 
him. His hand appear 'd in the whole courſe f - 3. 
| the revolution; when the people willingly offered | 
bY themſelves, we ſaw the power and goodneſs of the 
Lord Feſus, on whoſe arm the nation was made 
| ro truſt. When we had fallen under the loads of 
ſiperſtition and tyranny, herais'd us up a perſon in 
2a ay as like that which he took with Gideon, as 
maatters at ſuch a diſtance can be ſuppoſed ro be. 
i fo 1. The ſubſtance of the mercy, and the errand 
| 3 of the perſon whom God inſpired for it, was the 
ſame with that of Ifrael; that we might not have 
our religion devoured with caterpillars, and our li- 
berties with locuſts, as the ſtory before us is told 
of the : Midianites: when human laws were the 
only argument for a human goſpel, and things that 
God never commanded were to be propos'd by ways 
that he never allow'd; then he ordained his ar- 
rows againſt perſecutors, and truly when they 
were fo ordained they flew home; his providence 
was not a deceitful bow, things were turned again 
into their right channel from a long confuſion. For 
| ſeveral years the moſt faithful miniſters were in pri- 
ſons, and little elſe but trifles and bondage heard 
tom pulpits; perſecution had turn d dens of thieves 
8 into houſes of prayer, and ſuperſtition had made 
houſes of prayer to be dens of thieves; darkneſs 
hy all over the land, when the Spirit of God be- 
gan to move upon the face of the waters. Some 
of you remember that affliction, the wormwood 
f 
5 28. The remarkable furniture both of capacity 
„ and inclination, that was given to the hero of that 
B cauſe, is an argument that he came to fave us in 
3 the name of the Lord. I ſhew'd ina ſermon up- 


n — 
* 8 


E 5 : w aw 
2 of GOD 
% 


in the way, both from the Fab is ot th 
and the many infirmities of the perſon: 
no neceſſity to extend his dominions, no tempta- 
common view of tranſmitting to any poſterity; he 1 
felt all the tender affections of a nephew and a ſon; 
he knew the reproaches that would be fetched from 
theſe titles, to repreſent his conduct as unnatural ;- 
and they could never have been-over-rul'd but by 


an influence that was ſupernatural 3 he knew: the | 
powers of ' gratitude, relation, pity and integrity's | 
and as he never could act againſt them, ſo he was . 
aware of malevolent inſinuations; but he laid his 
fame where he laid his life, at the feet of Jeſus. 
He came in the dead of winter, that our ſalva- 
tion might have the more early ſpring, and the 
earth not yield her fruits till we had a right to 
eat them: He run the hazard of his life at ſea, as 
well as in the field, and under a great deal of ſick- 
neſs was ſent of God with a ſaving health to theſe 
nations: His paſſage was very ſwift from a bed to x 
a boat, from that to a camp, and from that roa _ | 
throne; for indeed where it's the work and cauſe of | 
; 
| 


— ON SICOOns 


Chriſt, he will carry it through; and if nature is 
beneath the deſign, ſomething elſe ſhall do it; for 


nd not forget one thing, which is no, | ; | 
turned as a reproach upon that mighty man of va | 5 - 
lour, as well as thoſe who find an indearment in | | 
his memory, and that is, he firmly believed, and  _ 5 
always relied on the eternal Deity, and continu- 1 
al providence of a Redeemer; he made no ſecret } WW 7 
of his faith, either in words or actions. At the 


; | Www 


G 1b ON: 

% and the ſhour of the king char he had choſen | 
went before us. 
I have read very chief and. Gardrlale)tb dy: heels 


gars upon à prince, whom the King of heaven 
delighted to honour; he is ſaid to be «happy in 


lu education, and fo in contempt is call'd a pred. 
and indeed theſe names 


ſir eaſier upon me, after ſo great a mam has had them. 


nariam and an 


Tis pity that ever he ſhould be cenſured by any 
ani of the church of England; for I believe 


the doctrine of predeſtination cn never laid down 
in fuller terms in any confeſſion in all the world, 
than in the ſeventeenth article of her faith, which 
ought, by no means, to be ſubſcrib'd by thoſe that 


do nor believe it, becauſe that is carrying a lie in 


their right hands. The diſtinction by which they 


excuſe themſelves would make the ſoul of an ho- 
neſt man to ſniver and tremble, that they ſubſcribe 


chem not as articles of rath, but of peace; they had 
better have called them articles of preferment, and 
what they own not from conſcience but from cove- 


touſneſs, as as if Wen e it that gain was gol 


Y ie the enemies rhemſelves beige! 8 


the perſon whom they voted to be the head of 


their church, believed what he ſubſcrib d, and ſub- 


ſcrib'd what he believed; but it makes the church 
look too much like e eee, s image, where 


the head was fine gold (tried in the fire) and the 


lower parts of braſs, and iron and clay. The 


prince always acted with reverence to what he was 


taught; he knew theſe doctrines had ever been the 


delight of his illuſtrious houſe, and only oppoſed 
by. uch es were treacherous to his family, and per- 
to their native country; an Arminia party” 


and a French faction were” ns two en for che | 
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gone ſorth. he- bas returned to his earth ; ; happy 
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1 anbot come into the objeRionithat i is made "I 


Dr. Bur- a hate learned prelate, ( 'whoſe kindneſs. to me was. very . 
net Bp, of great, whilſt he liv'd, and whoſe memory wWillbe 


always dear). that by theſe notions he was ſlorhful. 


give you not from a ſingle action ot tua, bur 


there is an uninterrupted argument runs thro his 
Whole life, and we need ndt lay any more Weight: 
upon that obſervation, that I bave made, than 


what may be collected from all. cherche PAIR: 1. 
the Biſhop's own hiſtor a 200 21) 

4. I would obſerve with * eminence of va- 
lue the moſt high God continued his reign for ſe- 


veral yeats, to 40 the greateſt and beſt of things 


ation, not only whilſt he liv'd, [but: even; 
after he was dead. The providence that he always: 
own'd:made;him the terror of an over-· grown mo- 


narchy, the ſoul of the grand alliance in Europe, and. 


the root of the proteſtant ſucceſſion in 


Britain; and it's very remarkable that though wel 


have ſeen men of the / higheſt fame, both in the 


field and the bench e their reputation, and 


like ap expiring candle, burn a while with a twink - 
ling light before they went dut; it ſeems to be the 
peculiar of King Miliam to finiſh: his main ie 
and die in the full blaze of glory. 


But we are not to put our truſt in the beſt of: 
princes, nor in the ſon of man, his breath is 


therefore is the man who has Feſws' the God of 7 


cob for his help, and whoſe hope is in the Lord 
his God, tis he that per every providence. 
e 


I ſhould now have conſidered the way in 1 


1 be ſtruck a new life into Gideon, he looł d upon him, 
and ſaid, go in this thy Ll have not I ſent 
there; and the glorious victory that follow d. Twas 
in ſuch a way that we 


our deliverer, and in 
55 5 ah that he had his reputation; but the time 
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bas faild me, and theſe things muſt be defer'd to 


be given you as another portion of meat in ſome 
due ſeaſon. I know. not better how to direct your 
improvement of theſe particulars, than by lead- 
ing you back to the doctrine from whence. I ſet 
out, that Jeſus who is the King of ſaints, is the 
King of nations; therefore ſtay your ſelves upon 
our God, in his name ſer up your banners, thro- 
133 will ever do valiantly, he it is that ſhall 


A 


| tread down your enemies, and fire up your cou- 
rage; be you faithful to his cauſe, and believe that 
he will be faithful to his word; he has diſplay'd 
a banner before them that fear him, becauſe of his 
truth; this is our God for ever and ever, and he 
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will be our guide untill death. 
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To a Scciety of CaTECHUMENS. in 
dJibverStreet. 


Have already in two ſermons con- 


ſidered the ſalvatioh of Ifrael, by 
N the great Revolution, that providence 
/; has made the corner ſtone to our 
Whole inheritance of religion and li- 
they 3 dy it, a they ce continue 
to 9 — abliſhed upon it. : 
There are three tranficht obſervations 
from the ſtory at large. 8 


A 


* 


Fig, That there is a hidden life in the cauſe of 


God, when it appears to be;zun low and even dead 


in the eyes of men; Chriſt ſeems to ſay, can theſe 


bones live? and we may return the 1 


— > 


N the hands of Gideon, with an eye to 
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| backe again; Lord, abou kijoareſts ; Thus we read 
in the holy ſcriptures, in the book of the wars of 
the Lord, and as we have heard, ſo we have ſeen 
in the city of the Lord of hoſts, in the city of Pal. mo 
our God, that he will eſtabliſh it for ever; we 89. 
have chought of theſe loving kindneſſes in the midſt 
of his temple, and diſcovered ſo much of our cafe _ 
in that of e, as if Great Britain was become 1 
tee od, a AL near unto lum Praiſe 
* yerhe Lord: 
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5 Secondly, You may ueber b that when 1 
5 providence has any great work upon the wheels, if . 1 
1 it cannot find an inſtrument, it will make one, DC. 18 
% Gidon is called from the e floor to the Ye WM 
1 field of battle. 5 + 
. © Moſes is fetched ww the flock i in Medion, to be 19 
a head 8 and David is removed from the = 
To like poſt at Bates to head the armies of te "= 
living God. i 4 


Rents The way. chat be on in raiſing up 
7 lay; ws his cauſe, is, by doing great things — 
in _— When he calls them to it, the words that 
5 be ſpeaks, they are ſpirit, they are life: He look 
3 upon Gideon and ſaid, go in this thy might, and 
4 thou ſhalt ſave Irael out of the ear 55 the 1 
6 . dars not L ſent chee? „ 


Tb is ; properly. the dodrine of then text before 


. a 


5 Re the very thing we are to contemplate in it; & 
5 and it ſeems to be a monument, that God has ſet 5 
. our revolution, 2 pillar of truth, that our 1 
fathers have ſeen and Known, and our children 8 _— 
: e | , 5 = 
5 Towas not by might, vor by Power, but by the Zech ir 7. _ 
5 8 of the Lord of hoſts, that the great moun- 1 


tain became a plain; we had a chi i | 
revival of ſtate, our laws reſcued. 1 tyrann / 
; 2 our golpel ous 4s t by ſuperior 

| 8 umies, 


Rev. "Y to be feared: and glorified, when bis 5 ars 


44% The Charge of GOD to Gy 
9, N thunder of battles, Peg mY 
blood, the groans of the ſlain, or the ſhouts of the 


conqueror, but the whole impreſſion Was made up- 
on the hearts of men; the ſtout hearted ſlept 


balls. their ſleeps none of the men of might could find 


1 6 their hands, at the rebuke of our God both: cha- 
Exod. xv. riots and horſes were ſtill; by che greatneſs of his arm 
10. they ſunk, as lead in the mighty waters. The 
complete deliverance of this nation, was not like 

the fall of towers and caſtles, which is brought a- 

bout with violence and noiſe; but rather like the 

turn of the tide, that ſeems to run ps ns rivers 8 


25 naturally as ever it ran dow m. „„ 
There are two things, that you onghe to 5 did „ 
in in this account of a ſalvation, both as it bee 
longs to Kats and as it 2 by TEE: ah yg = os | 
. You. ſee habe ks en,; oli. 1 


3 3, What ſort of a work it is. 1 
1. The ſtory is plain, and ſo ſhould our De, 5 
tion of it be, that no other than the Lord or Fe | | 
 hovah, was able to make Gideon fo great a man, b ỹʒÿ7 | 
the uſe of fo little an action; nothing leſs could ei- | 
cher be ſaid or done to 3 than a perſon's look- 3 
ing on him, and nothing greater could be done in 
him, and for him, than by this means, to give 
him a commiſſion, and capacity to execute the ven 
| France of the Lord, and AD ee of "os 
S ” * — | 
* proved by the NEWS 8 to this nin tad » | 
the actions recorded of him, that he could be no 
8 4 other than the moſt high God; there is none 
33 8 like unto him, nor any works to be compared with 
his, he only. does wonderous things, he is God a- 
bone. The divine nature runs through the whole 
providence; to him alone it does ap pertain ; he is 


_ ue N _ . ſay. o 


EE — to do'of the . n oats 

5 char people, that it was under the care and Soe. 
ment of the Son of Gd. 

He appeared to their patriarebs, their prophets, 
and heroes, who afterwards ſhould be manifeſt in 
the fleſh; the government was upon his ſhoulders, Iſa. ix. 6. 
the Father committed the whole judgment to him 
| then, as he will do at the end of world; ſo that it 
is Chriſt Jeſus by whom kings reign, and Princes _ 
decree juſti ce; he, in his own times, is pleaſed to Pro 18 Vil. 
ſhow who is the blefſed and only potentate, the 


. 
8 
8 . * 
- * 
= 
3 1 
_ 

7 1 
1 — * — 1 Me 5 


1 Tim. vi. 


EKEing of kings, and the Lord of lords; it belongs to 1 5. 
N him, who is the faithful witneſs, the firſt begote Rev. i. 7. 
Bt ten from the dead, to be the Prince of the kings 
5 of the earth; he was the Captain of the hoſts of Joſ. v. 14. 
the Lord to Folia, the Angel of the Lord to G- 

4e, as he appeared to be the God of glory to Abra- Acts vi. i. 
en: They converſed with him then, as a way- 
5 faring man; and when he was made fleſh, and Johni. 14. 
dwelt amongſt them, it was ſaid to the cities of Ila. l. 9. 
5 Jon behold your God. Tis to him our faith 
CE: i [who has girded-his ſword upon his thigh, Rev. ix. 
N = "and — — in the chariots. of ſalvation; not only 2 55 

|,  low'dby the armies in heaven, but felt, and ound 
1 1 by, thoſe on earth. dens By | 
25 But Iwill not return upon that argument now, | 
that Chriſt! Jeſus was the God of 1/7ael, and that 

he is che governor among the nations, that all 
kingdoms are the Lord's : The farther ſervice that 
the text demands from me, is, not to conſider ho 
he is, but what he does, when religion is clouded, 
andi liberty is fainting away. 
II. Vu read of an action, ha wot hn paſ⸗ 
ſed for very little from any beſides him; that he 
locked: on Gideam, aud vet there are three things * 
contained i a + 9 
1. The qualification t tha be received goin this ” 
thy er ot e 25 pr, 
» | | WE” Tho 


8 


A KEEL, 


. "The erplicstion A5 gave wy it, 0 hs! con- 5 


2. The ſucceſs of which: he was , affur's; thou 


| Ke fave 7/7ael-out of the hands of the Midianites. 
Ln” The commiſſion, by which he was impower'd, 

have not I ſent thee? I ſhall proceed more 
- ou theſe things in the following method: 


p yg 0 


1. ere the ackion irſelf;" God's 


e's Fe 


: ie that he united to it; a courage in his 


1 ms 4 Thradl, did to furniſh, to encourage, and to autho- 


. victory for his an, and a A warrant | 
GS in his hand. 


1. What it is, chat Chriſt Joſs, as the God of 


| _ Tize Gideon in the reſcue of his l from the 


hauaands of the Midianites : He look 


him. T here 


are three general obſervations, ie J would give 


ou upon this affair, before I open the particular 
—_ chat the 217 Han ee to us "oy 
jt. 


BO | That it appears but lie i in the eyes of men. 


2. That by duch been 


3. That there is ſomething very 9 by 


he Rs: that Is rather to be ador'd than ex- 
plain” | 
* (1.) We muſt Tn Hs Rory ſo told wild be 


very contemptible in the eyes of men. Human 


Portion to the greatne 


wiſdom expects a arne gr. train of means in 


Syrian did but act as all unbelievers do'i in the things 
of God, he had no er > ge evidence, as ſome peo- 
| ple love to ſpeak, not ing to convince: his reaſon, 


that waſhing ſeven times in the river Jordan ſhould 
885 cure him of his 1 roſy: And t 


7. 


fore, when he 


xerceives thoſe orders, after he had taken a long 


„ he is an example how much a carnal mind 


is 7 againſt VO and receives not either his 


com- 


£ . 


3 to catry on the intereſt of his own — 'A d. 


s of the end; Numa the 
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we Cgage if GOD ben 17 
commandments or his promiſes, becauſe they are 


föooliſhneſs to him; he went away in anger, raging 
and reaſoning, Behold, I thought he would ſurely come 2 King. v. 1 
out to me, and call upon the name of the Lord his Gad, 11, 12. 1 
and ſlrike his hand on the place, and recover the leper. = $3 
Are not Abana and Pharphar, rivers ef Damaſcus, 
better than all the waters of Iſrael? Indeed fo they 7 
may, for any thing I know; nor could there be 
any argument from mere reaſon, why he ſhould not 
go and waſh in them, and be clean, 7 
Thus natural is it for men to hate ſalvation it 
ſelf, becauſe they cannot ſubmir to the way of it: 
but that perſon found it, as all infidels Gall do, 
either in mercy or in vengeatice, that the fooliſh- ' 
_ neſs of God is wiſer than men, and the weakneſs of *5 
| God is ſtronger than men. As his ſervants tell him, 
| had the prophet bid him do ſome great thing, he 
would have done it; but he comes to know upon 
experience, that the leſs magnificence there is in the 
means, the greater redound of glory ariſeth to him 
that commands them. So we read of Elijah, that 1 Kings 
as he paſſed by Eliſha, who was plowing, he only **© 
caſt his mantle upon him: this would hardly be | 
minded by thoſe who attended the eleven yoke of 
oxen that went before him, as he followed with 
the twelfth ; but to him it was a new life, he is 


Cor. i. 


Ip 1585 ſhould work, as well 2s inſtructions about the 5 8 


228 


8 N . = whe 2 was s there i in his al W 8 
„ Gideon how could either he himſelf be encouraged. 
18 others be perſuaded by that, that he ſhould laue 3 


bo 41 Wo racl out of o hands 01 the Midianites. e ee 


And thus contemptible is the way that he takes 4 
he the great ſalvation of all, and that is preaching 


WEEN 2. the Crols of Chriſt ; no excellency of ſpeech, or 
* © wiſdom of words: The Greeks, they deſired wiſ+ 
dum, that they might ſee Chriſtianity was agreeable 


to that pride of learning, for which they were ſo 


much admir d; becauſe. the apoſtle did not gratify 


zem with ſchemes and conjectures, with philoſo- 
phy and vain deceit, they. call him a babbler; but 


\ plain teſtimony of God, the doctrine that had 


no other riſe but his 5 no other evidence 


but bis authority; by. this fooliſhneſs of preach« 
ing hes pleaſed to ſave them that believe; and 


1 Cor. iii. thus has he made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world, 
19- and taken them in their own craftineſs. 3 
( 2.) It is uſual with him to do thoſe things that 


are the greateſt, by thoſe means that are the leaſt, 


* the excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of man. There are no actions ſy diminu- 


tive as a touch, a word, or a hook; and yet by ſuch 
as theſe has the glory of our God been N | 


and his purpoſes eſtabliſhed. 


Thus you read, if he does but touch the moun- 


' tains, they ſhall ſmoke; he is ſaid to walk upon 


| — | the wings of the wind, to tread upon the high pla- ; 
ces of the earth, to put forth his hand, and either 


give life, or take it way: Lwas thus that he 
acted in the — 8 his fleſh; if he did but lay his 


Ci WA Ie. 5 


'= | clay upon the eyes of the blind man, he ſaw every 


er. 5 we read, o t when others only 
n opportunity of zonching (the. very hem. * 


5 1 


hand, on the fick, they recover d; when he put 


1 clearly 3. twas not the as but the potter; 
=_ :. - 0+: ne, har eh3-d hyſician who. was. of 


2 4 * 


hi | webt 9 — 5 dsds dt wholeyhei fic 

ſtrong in an action that reaſon would have de- 
7 wirtut went from 3 as 3 
who Meir ie: — as Ir re — 


47 
AE? 


is Keble 2 —— —— abies pant 
ons moment, and: fink away the next z and yer, 
by no more than the word.of the Lord were the Vil. 
hiavens made, and all the hoſt of them by. che xxxii 
berith of his mouth: He ſpake, and it was done; 
he commanded; and it ſtood füſt. And no won 
dar that he fhew'd 'this por among men, com- 
manding the unclean ſpirits with his ward z w 
bad created the glorious angels, by nd; mo than 

Les thens be. Thus he diſc harged inſirmi · 
tian ſickneſs, and did upon-carths as he nſad to 
do from heaven 3 he fear out his word, and healed 
them F'was: with wo! more paius chan this, that 
he raifec the dead, 


Ln, come forth: And with the faine expedi.. 


tion will he produce the tefurredtion; at the laſt 
day; for they that are it thein graves ſtall heat the 
he i Sees man- DIO 9 5 man 
* 3 40 deer 7 11 
And ahe like obier Sine me Hip upon N 
mes we read df ours to him, ſumetimes 
5 40 us : He: cadls: the ends of the earth to do Iſa. xlii.2 5. 
10 mort than to ook unto him, and be ſaued. 
And-of hom many may it be ſaid, they lock d to Pfal.Xxxiv. 
him, and were lighten d, and their faces Were not 5: 
_ afhimdd?>: Thus nauſit hung the brazen ſerpent on 
high in the wildernefa, and every ane that, zavl Joh. ff.. 


_£e: hn un teakds And in like. manner is the 


Jon of man an ri: up. Jana had no more than Jon. it. 4. 
ebis for i when his ſouk fainted in the belly of 
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7 
„ Eng 


— 
4 


FIN 95 N 


laying only: with a loud voice; Pye 


& | "_ 
oF wo" n 


1 


1 


* 


* 


Fans | Aa 2 24 of 4 
4 , 1 5 F 4 
» : * > 8 2 oa VG 
8 ” Y s 4 . * ; - 83 N. 1 
Xx b I; OO 33 E 1 Wo 5 
” . 24. 7 1 * 8 „ BOrTTY : 
* E — 5 1 
| ” as. % 5 
2 1 8 * 2 Meth P " 2% 
R 4 20S. 


— 
r 


F 4 


-in 
82 


* . Aly 
4 L 
— — 2 gr — N 1 


„ 8 ES. 5 
” 3 * 1 o 


r 
— — — — 


Ze. xi 


a. 


* 3 43 


"Phe 2. a myſtery in it. 


tue is not e but in the object upon 
Which it fixes. Thus, en the Jews ceme to a 


; hy holy n Abe wh 


— bim whom they have : pierced; it will 
produce a general mourning them, — 
of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Aix: "was 
only a look from him that made ——— 
Deter a penitent, and Gieum a captain. He has 
neee ay reſſed himſelf this way by terrible 
things in righteouſneſs.” Thus, when the Egyp- 
a eden into the red ſea after the Iſraelites; the 


the 


Lord looked on their hoſts ; and, as he made their 5 
| - charior-wheels go heavily; ſo, by the ſame eaſy 


action, he makes Werben run like the chariots of 
n | 


111 Are" 3h, en 


This is all che: account thut e us of cheis 


r in building che city and the temple, 


when they came from Babylun; informers, revilers, 
| 3 crafty foes did whatever:theycould 
to hinder em: And what: had that feeble company 
in balance to 40 much oppoſſtion? No more than 
Bur. v. 3 —ů— and indeed that Was enough, the eye ef their 


God Was upon the elders of the Jews, has they 


could not cauſe them to ceaſe: when he darts out a | 
virtue, When he looks with healing i in his eyes; 
it's no matter what the means or inſtruments. are! 
A little one ſhall become a thouſand. and a fall 
one a ſtrong nation. The 
his time. 5 


he mate them. In that day, he that is weak ſhall 
be as David; and he that is as David, as the angel 
of the: Lord. | Jari EY Ay: 11 n wel 
-(3:)-You' n (Faded: the ſound of theſe 
| wands; and the odneſs of the phraſe; that there is 
ho can utter the mighty acts 
ol the Lord? 5 ein ſhew forth all his praiſe 2 


He does marvellous things that we cannot compre- 
| heads his i neut * n ways 


* * 


1 


| . 


Lord will haſten it in 
is not What he finds them, but What 


inſirmity, a plague c of twelve years, in one minute? 


Is there not ſomething in it incomprehenſible? Is 

our faith to be at a ſtand, and a Redeemer's glory pal. 

in ſuſpence, till our hearts are haughty, and our ki. 1. 
eyes lofty ? till reaſon has behaved itſelf proudly; 

and been exerciſed in matters too high for it? 
Will any one ſay of his works, as ſome have dard 


of ſearch and inquiry, men will nor be ſatisfy d Watts's 
L rious terms, and tell them that the ſenſe of them Sermon. 
« is never to be known; they will not think that | £24 LT 


* and can never be underſtood. 


mere revelation. And if perſons will not own, 


till they and I can explain what that virtue was, 
and what operation it had; if they will run down _ 


the evangeliſt for wrapping p 4 ſtory in duet 3 


cure was wrought; I cannot help it: Tig enough 8 
for me that God has ſaid it, and God has done it; 


and it argues a carnal mind, if we do not ſtop 5 2 5 


| giving themabour x ac. Wit aur b able 
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paſt finding out. Wi 0 can explain a virtue e that 
— Fon the hem of his garment, that heal d an 


We are told thus it was, by the hiſtorian, as the : . 
multitude were by the people whDά'received it. But 
are we not to believe it till we have clan ideas ? 


to do of his being, his diſtinction from the Father, 
and his union to him? In this enlighten d age Mr. . 


tc to hear us make uſe of inexplicable and myſte .. 


ce doctrine can be of ſo much importance . 
ce vhich muſt be Wrapt up in Perpeeus . Fo 


ay - — 
8 = be — 
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* 
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For 4 wi J read: the wonders of | | his: arm as I = 
do thoſe of his eſſence, and believe them both upon 


— 


that a virtue came from him, and healed the people: 933 . 


6 
ww 1 nd. 
Y Ms 
— . 


and giving us no idea of the modus how fuch 2 


where he does, and believe him upon his own; bare 
word : He that believes was the” record, 2 nde: 88 rr. 
God a liar. 9 7 ot] . 
rh ſhould think it 15 a belle, to k f 

giving rational ſchemes about 3 , it is of © 


Lk _ — Hina ke 

* ) Ha eng OR AE 4 out 3 ur e 
3 tdtßemz are only like Setting a ibouſand nls neaker 
121850 khe ſun; if we couldda it ve ſhoult be 


5 | wier but much ſoonth be; red) than — 


* 


. . ee, e impidus, when any b * 
3 1 gase z the men: df Betiiſbeme /p had. wind 10 
boek intocheark, ind no doubt ima ineds aſter that, 

of it, that was 


"TRIO 
— 


8 
— 
3 


. 1725 We en give no accoutit:o of natural courage( 
8 — 5 we know forme men have Ow rc vpn whe- 


5 's in the nerves or in 
V baains and yet, it's: lard that there are 
Fas hty men — valour, whom he who 4ormed 
th ſpirit of man wit hin him, has raiſed up accord - 
„ ing to his dun pleaſure? and we be 28 poſi- 
tdttive, that perſons out of weakneſs, have bern made 
\ +. + Rong, and above an ordinary courts: of nature, 
dave wared valiant. in fight; that new ſervice has 
5 „ ks on Shit new diſpoſitions along with it; the man 
5 that opens nne facts, muſt ſhur 
D | wb) eyes upon the world. JVC 2 2 


* 


i But is there any accounting for it 2 Gim was 
en ag e eee ee the wheat 
5 5 gs and yet he mme 2 ge. 
5 the ſword; ſo that 
„ - I tad ſuch a tert an this with . yet 
| to find it out, it is too Wonderful for 
and L cannot attäin unto it. Nexertheleſs. 
f e There are ſome general udres cher we hay put 
| 5 they; do mat reach the full ſenſe of 


05 3 word, yet they carry our thou ys ſo. far, as to en- 
: 12 x - Tounge believes hope and tru 


„im ture theſe ways Db. wur 
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LL) | r — -way 7 5.0/0) Bs 

„ 2 Te ppears to be moſt — and ue. PR. 1 

alf —.— «counſel a . —— ß 

e eee arations ; me f | 
tt principles, ut he only a heroe, as hne 3: 

> [a world; ſaying. let chere be light, and Cen f 3. 7 ——_ 

1 > there is ſo. VTEC ? 8 


3 | + The ſchemes of tyranny. ae eee aa ha | 
boured out by degrees it; muſt! be ripening for ſe- . 
veral ages, before they fill up the meaſure of their 1 

iniquity; but when they are come to their per- 1 

fection, they tumble in a moment; by the blaſt of „ 

God they periſh; by the breath of his noſtrils they 971 
are confounded; thus ſhall Babylon fall, in one huutrtrt | | # 

| ſhall all their riches come ro-nought; for ſtrong is Rev. xvii. | [ 

| the Lord God that judges her. A revolution is 17. 1 


| _ © fort of a reſurrection, and is done with rhe ſame 
1 * - glorious expedition that the other ſhall be, ia a mo- 
ment; in the twin of an eye, the dead 9 1 Cor. xy. 
| changed, and mortality: ſwallowed up of life. 
W hat a ſupport is this to thoſe n | 
for che ark nf God; and, conclude, chat there maſt | 
bea great deal of time to unm vel a myſtery mn 5 : 
quit, that has been. ſa long a weaving ? 
bert t your tee ee 
 . ed, he deſtroys the man of fin; wath the breath of 
bis mouth, and with the brighmels of his com-2 Sei 
: Ing he did ſo at the reſoravarioe, the dy ſtar from | 
FIT  - - a high, uif tec the nations that fat in darkneſs, 
27 and (aw;no; light; chough:the empire of ignores, 1 1% 
de e ys sd ad niger fe hw! 1 
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- Joyful ſound OOO NE * 1 


hear the Egypti 


velled, ſhe brought forth; 


thedawn N bar that is no 2 oy 


eee Bike up Abet al pl. 
It was ſcarce well begun in German, before the 
iſles afar off, the utmoſt parts of the earth, tad che 
ry N 


r 


3 ps: was our ü at: the 76 
bolstian: When the Lord turned again the captivi- 
ty of Sion, we were like them that dreamed; our 
tongue was filled with laughter, falmoſt, before our 


thoughts could underſtand the mercy; when 
3 had crucified our laws, and troops of hun- 


ruffians were a falling too upon our lives, in 
dhe ſpace of à few days, judgment returned unto 
be. ee and all the upright in heart followed 
ter it. In as little a time as the Iſfaelites had to 
iam roaring at the bank of the river, 
and to ſee: them floating upon the waters, did 
we lament our danger, and behold the great ſalva- 
tion of the Lord; we were deliver d ales the man- 
ner of Egype.; and thus the promiſe runs, that the 
Lord wk the work, and cut it ſhortinright» | 
eouſneſs, for a Hare: work will the mens malte i Wo : 
the earth. 
The plots 222 two 1 reigns were FW Sea - 
in a little more than two happy weeks, and the 
throne of iniquity, that had eſtabliſhed miſchief 55 
by ſo many laws, fell down before the man whom 
God had ordained to tread. upon princes like mor- 
tar, and make the deſolate places like the garden of 
the Lord; twas not long a doing; before — | 
d:before- her 5 
came u on her, e . cl ld. 
*Tis a ſlower in the common courſe of war to 
take a ton, than we found it was to drive: are 1 
g. to humble an army, and redeem a nation 
Sometimes the thickeſt darkneſs i is a little bene 8 
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De Ch 1g of. GOD Fo GiDBON, 
_ rej eth as a ſttong man to run his 
race. And e g oy when truth falls gen ITY 
when the heathen rages and the people imagine 3 PALL 1. 
vain thing. God lets it alone, as * does the nig it 
but ſtill Nabe ſun knows its riſing; he will ha 
the eyelids of the morning, and cauſe the day-ſtar 
to know its place, and ſo the mere comes at 
once. Tis one diſcovery of our polie age, that 
the light is a body that moves by — 5 which 
| may be ſo, for any thing that I know: But when 
| _thele-/calculators own, that is above; /a:thouſind = 
8 miles in a minute, I ſhall never diſpute their recks 
| ,.  _ oning;'I am ſure it runs faſter than I gan think: 
. and we need not ſtrerch ourſelves: beyond our me- 
5 ſure. Tis a proper: Qilipude: tor a vation _— ans 
| nc lh a Lav 
= aw. When he furniſhes a | perſon- for the "prone 
— a 6 of his kingdom and providence by a looks 


Zꝛͤtis ro-pur us in mind how eaſy a work it is ts? 
5 him. Indeed we are never to conceive of dieute 16. 28. 
- ties in the way of Omnipotence. The Creator of 


the ends of the earth fainteth not, neither iswearys; - /- 7 
and there is no ſearching of his underſtanding: But 22.0 = £ 
be uſeth this language to let us know, that delives © © 
|» Trance/is no more toil to him than a look is to us; 
. he does it with the caſt of his eye. We are apt to 
8 meaſure. the. value of ſecond: cauſes q and 
if we find that danger weighs heavier in one ſcale 

7 5 than hope does in another, we look no higher 
3 than the creation to bring: on a balance. But faith, | 
has another way of reckoning ; and ene be-Rom, 5 1 
2 lieves in hope and a inſt hope, reſting entirely up»; 18. 9 
=". a this — r what God: 15 ane 4 „ 
„ 5 bk ; This ſhews us * 3 uit is for fairh to A | i 
a If ina time of danger: and how little there is s zech, viii. - 

| _ hope 0 fear. "AS God, ſays, if the deliverance be. * 

marvelous in the eyes of this 1 ſhou'd it be 
+ Pp TY e = _ mars 


1 
re A4 
4 "Y, £508 $5.9 2 
e 


Fee Thus i rand Ad wil. of. gh 5 
e, when, ac the revolution, all the ways of te- 
lief were \confounded at home; to fetch. 
tin of falvation ſrom abroad, and make! Kimi 
| 2 where he had never been a ſubhect. Dat did | 
. not tie the hands of the people, bur rather turnd 
5 cheir hearts; they recciv'd their 
1 | | firikes the eye — . e d yen. 
=. >. 3 — 2 3 forthe ſer. 
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3 nn beloved; 
= VvVoailed: I have long ſince proyed in one ef the x 
= anniverſary ſermons called Throo ary, that rhe — #1 
8 were all of: — _” men; eminent believers) 1 

giving glory to God their blemiſhes — 
ed, . — Ridin wers healed j'as 
TO . dus conclude, ſtom che wer rhar theas- 
” Heb. z. 2, poſtie takes co roll up che names; thar througs 
Tc. 35, faith the gliders ohramed a good ex and — 4 5 
=. 36 37. tho time fad him-to-deſcrids xheir glories, 
; n « cunber of the d er. vat, 


88 Th r ; 


3 


* 


is 
r — 8 —  — —— * 2 


— — 
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ſword, out 'of weakneſs were made — wats - 
ot vndiant in t and. eurned to Might the armies | 8 
2 mo hone. '-Fopthah have . 3 . 
is promiſcuous way wth David, 
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Fu Change ef G0 D 1% Grpnon::s 57 
And, therefore, What can you think of that ill 
report that is given of them, who through faitn 
have four thouſand years obtained a good one 7 
A certain author, with ya wanton air, has. call'd 
them * the raſn champions of heaven, the rude Mr. 1 
e and bloody miniſters of providence; and makes eee 1 
« a queſtion, which God never gave any man ru oe ep 
64 leave to put, whether ever they got to glory at ſermons, 
ce alls The words heaven aa providence ought pag. 384. 
to have been left out in this ſcurrility: to talk of 
their raſbreſs, and yet intimate that this was from 
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V2 heaven, is making Chriſt the author of fin : To 
} ' call them rude and bloody, and to ſuppoſe in this 
they were miniſters, of providence, is really to forget 
what the word providence means; that it is God's 
wiſe and holy diſpoſal of his creatures, and their 
actions. I have formerly, upon the return of this 
day, had occaſion to ſhew my contempt of an au- Mr. Luke „ 
thor who could talk of rebellious ſaints, godly traitors, Milburn. | / 11 
and a great deal more of theſe jumbled names, that | =_ : 
ſeem'd to be choſen on purpoſe to make the titles 
of ſaints and holineſs ridiculous: And really, I 
think that the words heaven and providence are as 
much ſet out to the banter of the world by this 
T7 trifling air, that ſavours more of corrupt commu» = 
4 nication than that which is good, to the uſe of r 
edifying; and that miniſters grace to the hearers. _ 
*Tis an odd charity that can be ſo tender to in- 
fidelity, and will not only deny, but lampoon the 
good report that goes along with faith: nor is this 
an unguarded ſlip of anger; but the ridicule is 
brought over again in another book, printed a year 
after; when ſpeaking of Samſon and Jeptha, he 
calls them thoſe «+ rude heroes, who ſpent. their Funeral! 
* < days in bloody work, in hewing down the Phi- ſermon on 
„ A. 3 oy | Sir John 
1 cc liſtines and the Ammonites. I érepeat theſe pal- Hartopp, 
| | ſages with concern, as I could not read them with- p. 126. 
out trembling ; and what farther plunder we . 
pops | 9 | ee 
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fee upon the Bible T cannot tell, when ſuch flings 
1 pf wit are uſed 71 men whom the God of 
6 Ileaven delighted fo to honour, rt. 
3 Ihe advances to Deiſm are very great, when 
5 ſuch as the apoſtle embalm'd in the rolls of fairh 
are condemned to a portion with hypocrites and 
unbelievers; when Samſon and Feptha are ſtruck 
dut from among the faints, and David no longer 
ſiffer d to be our Pſalmiſt; we are preparing the 
Way for all the contempt of men againft the book 
of God. We ſhould never pretend a value for 
the Bible, if we can allow ourſelves te give a b 
report of thoſe that for ſeveral ages have obtaind a 
good one. But let us look with eſteem at thoſe 
upon whom God himſelf look d with ſpirit and 
life. Let us honour the names which he has diſtin- | 
guiſhed, and never venture te call thofe raſh and 
. bloody, who fought no other battels than What he | 
- obliged them to, and fitted them for. Tis in the 
book of God, that the righteous are to be had in 
| | everlaſting remembrance ; there their names are ex- 
Alted with honour. And muſt they be the objects of 
_ _ + ournadicule, whom he has handed over to renown 
and glory? Men that delivered nations, that 
_* wrought righteouſneſs, and obtained ſo many — 1 
miſes ; ſuch as employ'd their time in ſomething 
; | better than ſpeculation and jingling, ought never to 
IO | be made the — of _ is Rp wen 
_ (45) This raiſing up a champion, by looking upo! 
him, ſhews the 5 c to be all due. 5 
hleavenly treaſure in an earthen veſſel. And ir is 
2 Cor. iv. thus ordered in providence, as it is in the Focke = 
5. that the excellence of the power may be of God 
And nar of man. When perſons are raifed to a 5 
level with things that were ſo much above them, | 
. It's plainly the doing of the Lord, and ought to 
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| a grove. And when his ſon had a divine fa 4 to 


The Charge of GOD to an 


This was the caſe of acl, when the Midianites 
had oppreſſed them ſeven years; they were ſunk in 
their ſpirits as well as their affairs: the greateſt 
part of them had run into the idolatry of their 
wicked maſters. Joaſb himſelf, Gidion's father, 
had not only raiſed up in altar for Baal, but planted 


throw it down, he fear d not only the men of the 
city, but his father's houſhold : and becauſs he 
durſt not venture to do it by day, he did it by 
night : And in the morning, when the grove was 
cut down, and the altar overturn'd, the men of 
the city are ſo concern d, that they are for putting 
to death him that did it. 

But when God has a work to do, he will rufh 
through all oppoſition ; the very man who had 
Planted this grove, and fet up this altar, is a ſwift 
_ witneſs againſt them. And one would wonder that 
a reaſon that came ſo le, ſhould be fo full; Mill 
| any man plead for Baal? If be be a God, let him 

plead for himſelf. And he is fo far from being 
| aſhamed of his fon, that he gives him a new 
name, and calls him Jerubbdal, for the havock that 

he had made in a domeſtick idolatry. After this 
noble entrance, the ſpirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon Gideon; and when he blew. the trumpet in 

Abdiezer, the inhabitants of the tribes were gather d 
after him. = | 

 Fhere are. three things in which God. himſelf 
gave m expoſition of this look, and told him what 
he meant by ir. 

x. His qualification : Go in this thy . 
2. His ſucceſs: Thou ſhalt deliver J/7ael out of 
2 hands of the Philiftines. 

3. His commiſſion : Have nor I ſent hee ? 
1. Whenever he takes theſe methods with a pers 
ſon, he ad what he calls for: He looked upon 
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ther inclination nor capacity for the buſineſs of 
war; there was not a ſpear or à ſhield ſeen among 


Jud. v. 8. forty thouſand in Icael. The angel who ſpake to 


him in the ſhape and figure of 2 man, that is, the 
angel of the covenant, the Lord of hoſts gave 
him a promiſe and a charaſter; the Lord is with 


Jud. vi 12. thee, thou mighty man of valour. Gideon had 


hot faith enough to take in either of theſe, but 
flrrſt oppoſeth to this promiſe the miſeries that over- 
ver. 13. Whelmed their nation: Oh my Lord, if the Lord 
be with us, why is all this evil befallen us ? and 
where be all the miracles that our fathers told us 
of, ſaying, Did not the Lord bring us up out of 
Egypt? But now the Lord has Siken us, and 
delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. 
And then, as to his being a mighty man of va- 
lour, it's rather prophetical of what the Angel 
would make him, than an account of the temper in 
Which he found him; for ſays he, where with ſhall 
ver. 15. I fave Jfracl, behold my family is poor in Manaſ- 
ſeh, and I the leaſt in my father's houſe: But all 
this is anſwered, when the Angel tells him, ſurely 
ver. 16. 7 ill be with thee, and thou ſhalt ſmite the Midia- 
55 mites, as one man. God with us has been the ſtand- 
ing motto of thoſe that went forth conquering, 
and to conquer. When Gideon ſaw who this was, 
he fays, I ſhall ſurely die, becauſe I have ſeen the 
Angel of the Lord; by which it is evident, that 
he did not look upon him as a created Angel, 
for there were thouſands of theſe that appeared 
at mount Sinai; but he thought (in analogy 
to the faith of God's elect) that this was the great 
majeſty of heaven and earth, who hath ſaid that no 
5 ſee me and live; well, God anſwers him, 
20. as he did” Aanoah, thou ſhalt not ſurely die; and 
then, as Gideon begun with pulling down one altar, 
he ſhews his eſtabliſhment in the faith, by ſetting 
be aud calling i Jelovab Pm 3 that is 
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"=" ſufficient for theſe. things! What can a timorous 
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temper, a ſickly conſtitution, or little numbers do ? 


We may anſwer, they ſhall do whatſoever God calls 


them to; for the Lord will perform his counſel, 
and execute his pleaſur e. 
2. This aſſured him of ſucceſs, though he had 


ſo few to follow him, yet, God thought them too 


many, and therefore orders him to give thoſe leave 
to go, who were fearful and faint hearted; and there 
returned no leſs than twenty two thouſand men, 
and left him only ten thouſand in his army, and 


yet, there is to be another reform; he's reduced 
to three hundred; and their armour is as contemp- 


tible as their number, they had trumpets in their 
right hands, lamps and broken pitchers in their left; 
the broken pitchers were an emblem of their miſe- 
rable condition, under the Midianites, ſhattered and 


| for nothing, and the lamps they held, were a 


gure of the glory within them, thar the Spirit of 


God was at work in their hearts; this they under- 
ſtood by proclaiming with the ſound of the trum- 
pet; the ſword of the Lord and of Gideon. 


Thus came our deliverer, neither with numbers. 


nor deſign to conquer this nation; ten times that 
force would never be able ro invade us; and yet, 
the happy end was anſwered, we may ſay of our 


of a trumpet, all their hoſt ran and cried, and fied. © 
3. God, who looked upon him, gave him his 
commiſſion, have not J ſent thee? If any of the 


tribe of Levi encouraged thoſe private altars to 


Baal, they would as little have thought Gideon act- 
ed Jure Divino, as perhaps the very prieſts of Aidian: 


but he had his credentials without their leave, and 
therefore, above their cenſure: When God be- 
ſtows both capacity and inclination to reſcue a 
JJ people, 
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enemies, as it is of theirs, that at the meer ſound 
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the name of the Lord: nor did it he in the power 
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time to come; in new 
3 are, A to our ok 4 friend 
xliv. 4. fays thou art my King of old, comman 
* delivergace for 2 the refidue of the Spirit is 
with bim; he ur waters upon the thirſty, 
and foods npon the dry ground; he orders 
them to beat their ploughſhares into ſwords, and 
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By THOMAS BRADBURY. 
The Szcoxnd Epir1on, Corrected. 


Ls Ag AC —_ inflammetur eorum rabies. 
5 Calvin. de Scandalis. 


Ut Chriſti Thivinitacenk 3a demonſtrem ex Scripturi hujuſ- 
P uid adduxero repudiabunt. Ttaqz tum fibi demùm vi- 
e 


_ certi fide amplectamur quæ demonſtratione non tantum 
carent, ſed humano judicio ſunt incredibilia.Myſterium 
audis, quod adores 3 non fabulam quam derideas; non 
monſtrum, quod horreas. Scio fruſtra multis hæc dici ; 
neque enim me ket quibus hoc cachinnis excipiant. ibid. 


natione una plures vidimus, quam. narrant omnium tem- 
ins gentiumqz hiſtoriz. _ ibid. 
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Nieque alium à me ebe eventum expecto, quam ut 


modi hominibus quid proficiam? Audacter ſcilicet quic- 


ntur ingenioſi, quum ſimplicitatem noſtram rident; quod 


Ingle ac ſacrilegas 3 Chriſto defectiones intra Biennium in 
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Will ven enk this a rational action, thar 
a perſon ſhall Fo in going he knows nor Whi- 
ther is Tt-not always a maxim with our reaſon, 
d one of the beſt of em, not to loſe a certainty 
for in Er. He was heir apparent to a great 
Chaldees, and y et God cauſed "IM * 
to elf Tam bis Father's Hoxſe, And in what 13. 
way was his obedience ſecured to this unnatural - 


call? Did the compare the two countries, and take 


that which was better? no; the report given of 
him is very particular upon this head, that he knew 
vor whither he went. Providence ſeems to keep him 
in the dark about his removes: his Father came 


with him into Haran, and there they ſtay for ſome 


time: God's deſign is reſerved and kept in, till Te- Ag vii. 


rah was dead, and then he was brought by another 2, 3, 2, f. 


ſtrange command into the land where his poſterity 


were to dwell; to them it ſhould be an habitation, 


but his life in it was all a pilgrimage. Reaſon 
would think it an unuſual conduct that God ſhould | 
give him u0 inberitance in it; no, not ſo much as to 
ſer his foot on :- tho before his children, Kings of 


armies ſhould. flee apare; yet he was a rolling Stran- 


from Nation to Nation, from one Kingdom to an- 
other People, In this trial alſo faith was his princi- 
ple and comfort: for by that he ſojourned in the land wer. 9- 
of Promiſe as in 4 ſtrange Country, dwelling in Taber< 
nacles, with Iſaac and Jacob, the Heirs with him of 
the ſame Promiſe. Here are the three moſt eminent 


Patriarchs that ever lived, and whoſe names are 


recorded as the ſtandard of a divine care; and yet 


they had no inheritance in the land which they 


fas readily came to; and for the ſake of which, 


they turned their backs upon all the poſſeſſion of 
their Fathers. I am apt to think, reaſon would be 
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RES 7 5 "ſays in more-incamptebenGible:ro-bu A | 
pf WY nen than any myſtery that ever was revealed in 
3 the old Teſtament, or tl New.; and that is men 
| ver. , tioned after wards: by. faith Abraham, hen he was 
RE =: ir Fee of e — * that had received the 
Denne Son, concerning. 
| it wes. ſaid, that in Iſaac ſpall thy Seed be cal» 
4d. There is not ſo much in the Doctrine, That 
5 there are three that bear record in Heaven, the Father, 
2 and the H. e one} 
do contradict your underſtanding, - as there is in 
4 this precept to contradict both lature and Grate, | 
© as far as a carnal mind is apt to judge of em. 
Tuer facher ſhould be called: to facrifice..a ſon, 
Is. — the firſt principle of nature ;, it it vidlates 
the innermoſt law that is Written in our hearts. 


; That a heliever ſhould ſacrifice . a ſon in whom 
ſa many promiſes concenteted, was to tear in pie- 
ces the Whole frame of the covenant. Is it any... 
1 barder to reconcile the notion of three perſons ta - = 
35 + that, of ode: God, than it was to make the com- 
| mand. of killing auc, conſiſt with: rhereaſon given 
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n, * the dead this was living by faiths 
and it appeared by tlieſe examples, to be v6 grace 
that gives evidence to things not ſcen: le believed 
before. God, who: quickent the dead, and. calls the thi 
that" are not, as tha} they ere. And one ſuch a 
of faith as this, brings more glory to God, than 
2 thouſand of thoſe rational ſervices. that unbe- 
2 would exalt above it. For thus the Go- 
vernment of God over his People, is confeſſed to 
be abſolute. He gives no account of his marters as the 
God of nature, and he is not called to give any 


Rom. iv. 
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as the God of grace. Faith is the only principle 
that reaches us to obey, as ſervants to ſuch a maſ- 
ter ought to do, not anſiuering gain. The ſpirit of 


faith bids us 80 ufon 4. divine command. N 
doubring. OY 

2 · Another employment of their Fend was in 
def pending upon thoſe promiſes that ſeemed moſt 


unlikely. In that caſe it acted, when veaſon could 


not, upon things not ſeen, and things only hoped 
4 Fg Thus Wah, who, being warned by God, 


believed the threatning, being alſo directed of God I 


to provide an ark, had the ſame, confidence i in a 
promiſe. It ſigniſies not only the caution given 
bout his danger, but the direction that he had for 


N ſecurity: For we. tranſlate the ſame word in 


another place of this epiſtle (ux eHiöH Ru be a 
4dmoniſhed of God: cr pray. into the, ark before 
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fane and a gazing. world | But as he knew there 
was no ſecurity a of the ark, ſo. he was perſuad- 
ed there ſhould be a ſufficient protection in it: 
And therefore, tho' the ſtores of water were to be 
; 2 beneath, — — of heaven frech. 
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3 bs child.” Both he and his wife Ad given | 
2 Here all thoughts of rhar bleſſing; and there | 
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| ufand difficulties: But 
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